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The housing for teachers in the country
is not quite as bright as it might be, and
many teachers are living in substandard
homes. If flats could be built in the
country for single teachers it would be a
great help. For instance, in Morawa
there are at the moment 14 teachers, I
think three or four of them are married
and the others are single, It is pretty
hard for them to get accommaodation; and
it is not much of a life for single teachers
to live in a hotel.

I am not saying that these flats should
be erected by the Government. It would
be an economic venture for anyone to build
flats in country areas for teachers and
other young people working in those towns.
As far as I know Dalwallinu is the only
shire which has attempted to do something
ahout the situation. It has converted a
house inteo flats. which accommodate nine
girls. It is a wonderful gpportunity for
them to have such good clean accom-
modation, and I recommend anyone who
has money to invest to look into this
matter because it would be an economic
venture. I feel sure the flats would never
be empty.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Have you anhy
information on the economics of the
Dalwallinu project?

The Hon, J. HEITMAN: No, but I could
get it for you.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: I would be very
interested fo see it.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: The shire has
always told me it is pleased with the set-
up.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It was not a
new building, I take it.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: It had been
up for three or four years.

The Hon. A, P. Griffith: It was a new
huilding?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Yes.

The Hon. L, A. Logan: But it was not
built for that purpose. It was converted.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Yes, it was con-
verted for that purpose.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith; I would still be
interested to have a look at it.

‘The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Very good. The
next subject with which I wish to deal is
the deepening of the Geraldton Harbour,
about which we have heard a lot over the
yvears. I feel sure the Governmeni has
this project in mind. It is essential for
the development of the northern wheat-
belt and of the town of Geraldton, as well
as for the shipment of iron ore. Although
I have mentioned it, I feel sure the Gov-
ernment has it well in mind and that
go::lething will be done at a very early

ate.
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The State Electricity Commission has
extended power from Geraldton. It is
buying current from the Geraldton muni-
cipality at present and will, I understand,
be extending its power lines to Northamp-
ton next year. It will also be supplying the
new abattoir which will be erected in
Geraldton shortly. We have been looking
forward to this extension for some time
and we hope it will be applied right
threughout the northern areas the same
as in the south. After all, power and
water are essential for all country peaple,
and they are entitled to these commodities.

One thing T would like to mention before
I conclude is in relation to the abattoir
at Geraldton. 1 just hope it will not be-
come a monopoly when it is established,
but that everyone will be able to have
meat killed there. T do sincerely hope the
situation will not arise where the aowners
will utilise the abattoir for the killing of
their own meat and will allow no time for
the killing of the meat of others. All too
often we have seen in areas that a company
will take over; but I do think any butcher
should be able to huy meat and have it
killed at the abattoir, and should be able
to do its own buying and selling. I sup-
port the motion.

Debate adjourned, The

Hon. R. Thompson.

on motion by

House adjourned at 4.48 pan.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and reed prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. JUSTICE VIRTUE

Criticism by Member for Balcatta:
Ministerial Statement

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Premier)
[2.18 p.m.]): Mr. Speaker, have I your per-
mission to make & statement?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Yes.

Mr. BRAND: 1 am gravely concerned at
the statement made in this Chamber last
night by the member for Balcatta to the
effect that Mr. Justice Virtue has shown
that he is not fitted for his position.

It is a vital principle of democratic gov-
ernment that public confidence should be
maintained in the judiciary and that
judges must be free to carry out their
judicial responsibilities free from political
interference or restraint.

If a judge is considered not Atted to
carry out his duties, the law provides Par-
lisment with the appropriate remedy.

The member for Balcatta said that he
did not want to move a motion about the
judge, but this did not prevent him from
making an irresponsible and intemperate
attack.

Mr. Graham: Cut out that tripe!

Point of Order
Mr. TONKIN: I desire to know under
what authority or Standing Order the Pre-
mier has a right to make a speech in order
to attack a member on this side of the
House.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): He has
my permission {o make a statement.

Mr. TONKIN: Does that permission al-
low him to attack a member on this side
or is he allowed only to state the facts?

Mr. Court: That is all he is doing.

Mr. TONKIN: In & statement he is not
allowed to express an opinion.

The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman): I think
it is left to the discretion of the Speaker to
decide what is a reasenable statement.

Mr. TONKIN: Is the right to be ac-
corded to this side to reply to the state-
ment?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): No. The
Premier may proceed.

Ministerial Statement Resumed

Mr. BRAND: 1 am very concerned also
at the interjection of the member for
Beeloo, who said that the overall record of
the judge was terrible.

Mr. Graham: We are a bit concerned
about your statements, too.

Mr. BRAND: I deplore these attacks
made under parliamentary privilege, and
I thought it desirable for the Minister for
Justice to consult the Chief Justice. The
Chief Justice has intimated that he views
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this matter with concern and has ex-
pressed the view that if a member of Par-
liament desired to raise a complaint of this
nature, it should be done in the proper par-
liamentary manner.

Mr. Tonkin: And your statement should
be, too.

Mr. BRAND: I am completely in accord
with this view.

Discussion of Ministerial Statement:
Speaker’s Ruling

Mr. GRAHAM: Mr. Speaker, have I
your permission to make a statement re-
garding the matter raised by the Premier?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I
think perhaps I should give some guid-
ance to the House at this juncture.

A member: You're full of virtue over
there!

Mr. Oldfield:
what it is!

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman)}: Order!
The position is that last night the mem-
ber for Balcatta made a criticisn of Mr.
Justice Virtue. It was made in such a
manner that it did not really hecome out
of order until he actually named the judge
concerned at the end of his statement
on the matter.

It was ruled in 1929 by Mr., Speaker
Walker, and in 1943 by Mr. Speaker Slee-
man, that criticism of the judiciary was
not permitted in this Chamber except by
substantive mation. The Premier has
seen fit to make a statement, and I cannot
permit any further discussion on this
question of the fitness or otherwise of Mr.
Justice Virtue to hold his present posi-
tion, unless there is a substantive motion
before the House.

Mr. GRAHAM: If I give an assurance
1 have no intention of reflecting favour-
ably or unfavourably on Mr. Justice Virtue,
or any other justice, have I your permis-
sion to make a statement in connection
with the attack lodged against myself by
the Premier under cover of privilege with
your consent?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I can-
not permit a debate on this subject at
this stage as we have certain orders of
the day and procedures to follow. A
statement has been made, and the hon-
ourable member will have to afford himself
another opportunity to reply.

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 want your guidance
on this matter. I acknowledge without
question the right of the Premier to be
accorded the privilege of making a state-
ment pertaining to a matter. I do not,
however, with respect to you, concede the
right of the Premier or anyone else, having
received that acknowledgment from you,
to continue to ecriticise and castigate a
member of Parliament. I will ggree with
you that in ordinary debate that is part

Vicious virtue: that’s
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and parcel of parliamentary procedure,
but I feel you have allowed the Premier
to do me an injustice, which he is entitled
to do. However, I feel I am equally en-
titled to express myself concerning him
and his observations.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Well,
1 cannot allow it at this stage. The mem-
ber for Balcatta will be given an oppor-
tunity at a later date.

Mr. GRAHAM: I violently disagree
with your attitude,

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): 1f
there are no further notices, we will pro-
ceed to the questions. I will call on the
Minister for Water Supplies.

Mr. TONKIN: The Address-in-Reply
debate is before the House. I ask you
why the Premier could not have made his
statement during the course of that de-
hate, and why he had to be granted a
special privilege?

The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman): I can-
not answer that quesbion, because I do
not know why the Premier decided to take
this particular course.

Mr. Tonkin: Could you not ask him?

Mr, Brand: RBecause it is a very urgent
matter.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
Premier asked permission to make a state-
ment, and I have often given permission
in the past when this request has been
made.

Mr, GRAHAM: If you are ruling that
I have not the right to express myself,
then I wish to move to disagree with vour
ruling.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I have
ruled there can be no further debate at
this stage on this particular matter.

Mr. GRAHAM: Will you inform me
on this point: At what stage may I move
that you no longer possess the confidence
of this House?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
member for Balcatts can give notice of
that motion in the normal way. He ecan
move it now.

Mr. GRAHAM:
amply earned ft.

Several members interjected.

Mr. Graham: Bludgeoning tactics! Al-
lows the Premier to say what he HKes but
allows no-one else to do so.

Mr. Court: You have made your own
bed and will have to lie on it.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. Graham: If T am given a chance to.

Mr. Court: You have made your own
bed and must lie on it.

You certainly have
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Mr. Grasham: What about the Speaker
presiding instead of becoming a patron
saint?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The Minister for Water Supplies has the
floor.

Mr. Oldfield: Must we put up all the
time with—

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I call the Minister for Water Supplies.

Mr. OLDFIELD: On a point of order,
must this side of the House always be sub-
jected to barrages of insulis and abuse
from the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): T did
not hear the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment, I called the Minister for Water
Supplies to give his answer to the first
question on the notice paper.

Mr. Graham: You protect the lot of
them all the time.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COMPREHENSIVE WATER SCHEME
Areas in Proposed Extension

1. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) In its applcation to the Common-
wealth Government for £1 for £1
assistance to embark on & second
stage of the comprehensive water
scheme, what areas were indicated
for inclusion in the proposed ex-
fension?

(2) What basis of priority was used
in reaching this recommendation?

Mr. WILD replied:

{1) Details are set out in the document
“Comprehensive Agricultural Areas
Water Supply Scheme. A Request
for Aid from the Commonwealth
Government”, which I now table.

{2) (a) A period of from seven to
eight years was considered a
reasonable time for the State
and Commonwealth Govern-
ments t0 make an agreement.
Bearing in mind the likely
ability of the State to con-
tribute to the scheme from its
loan allocatlons, a scheme
costing £10.5 million was de-
termined.

(b) Priority was then given to
areas within the boundary of
the original (1946) scheme
with a view to providing
adequate supplies to towns
and farmlands from which
repeated requests for supply
had been received over many
years.

{¢) Due regard was, of course,
given to areas which could be
served after incurring heavy
expenditure on major pipe-
lines.

[ASSEMBLY.]

(d) Finally, some small sectlions in
the drter northern areas and
east of Kulin, which are out-
side the perimeter of the
original scheme, and from
which many requests for
supply had been recelved,
were included.

The document referred to in No. (1)
was tabled.

STRAYING CATTLE

Action against: Nalure and by Whom
Taken

2. Mr. W. A, MANNING asked the Min-
ister representing the Minister for
Local Government:

Where cattle ifrequently stray
or graze on a public road In
the country many miles outside
town boundaries and cause traffic
hazards:—

(1) Should the shire or the

police or both take any
action?

(2) If so, what action is prac-
tical?

Mr. NALDER replied:

{1} The shire council is the appro-
priate authority to take action;
but it is impossible to state with
certainty whether action should
be taken in every case, as this
may depend upon circumstances.

(2) Prosecution under section 484 of
the Local Government Act.

3. This question was postponed.

MIDLAND TECHNICAL SCHOOL
Enrolments and New Courses

4, Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) What number of students regis-
tered or enrolled at the Midland
Technical School during the past
three years?

(2} What new courses or subjects have
been started during the same
period?

(3) Are students encouraged to study
in Midland area in lieu of travel-
ling to Perth?

(4) Is the technical school working
to total capacity?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) Enrolment figures for the past
three calendar years are:—

1961 1,011
1962 1,187
1963 1,371
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(2) 1961: A full-time home economics

course was introduced to cater for
girls who wished to study dress-
making, English, arithmetic, etc.
as a prevocational course. Extra
evening subjects introduced were:

Leaving Maths B,

Leaving Economics,

English Expression I,

Junior Technical Drawing.

1962: Two new subjects were
introduced :—
Elementalry Mechanics and
Design,
Millinety.

1963: Evening subjects intro-
duced were:—

China Painting,

Cake Decorating,

Malay.
Builders Detail Drawing was com-
menced as the first unit towards
the builders diploma course.

The aircraft annexe was trans-
ferred from Perth Technical Col-
lege to Midland Technical School
and the major development this
year was the stabilizing of this
annexe, which caters for day ap-
prentices and commercial pilots.

1964: New subjects introduced
were:—
Accountancy I,
Commercial Law B,
Builders Construction Draw-
ing 1,
Maths II B,
Slide Rule theory,
Engineering Chemistry,
Dijesel Engine Operation,
Area Engines Gas Turbine,
Area Engines Piston,
Aircraft Electricity I,
Japanese,

Three subjects offered for which
no students were available were:
Preparatory Supervision,
Elements of Supervision,
Techniques of Supervision.
These represent an attempt to
introduce a management diploma
in the school. Although there were
insufficient students offering this
year, these subjects will be offered
again in 1965 and this diploma will

get under way eventually.

1965: The following new subjects
have already been timetabled:—
Company Law,
Company Accounts,
Economics 1A,
Business Maths.,
Commerce,
Business Procedure.
In 1962 the school was used by
Governor Stirling students.
In 1963 by Kalamunda High
School students.

3.

6.

In 1964 by Belmont High School
students.

In 1965 it is anticipated the
school will be filled to capacity
with its own students.

General School Policy: Each year
the school is adding sufficient sub-
jects in each diploma course to
enable the students to proceed a
step further.

(3) Yes, in that class instruction is
provided whenever the number of
students is sufficient to justify
economically the formation of a
class.

(4) The school is working to capacity
in relation to the demands of the
population in the area.

This gquestion was postponed.

APPRENTICES
Number Registered jor Employment

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Labour:

(1) Is he satisfled with the number of
apprentices being registered for
employment in Western Austra-
lia?

(2) Are Government departments ac-
cepting a full quota of appren-
tices?

Appointment of Apprenticeship
Advisory Council

When is the new board to deal

with  apprenticeship problems

likely to be appeinted?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) No.

(2) The Government departments are
training as many apprentices as
they can possibly handle. A con-
stant review is made of the posi-
tion.

(3) Invitations are about to be issued
to representatives of the various
employing and employee organisa-
tions to become members of the
proposed apprenticeship advisory
council.

(3

—

HOQUSING FOR NATIVES
Erection on Benara Road Property

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:

(1) Are any houses to be huilt for
natives on the Benara Road pro-
perty in the near or distant
future?

(2) Is he aware a number of the Alla-
wah Grove families are requiring
houses?

€3) Will consideration be given to
building transitional type houses
=l.=.it :Eenara Road for above fami-
es?
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. LEWIS replied:

This matter is under considera-
tion.

Yes. These families are reason-
ably housed, but some wish to
move to better homes.

No decision has been reached as
to whether this property will be
used for houses for natives; or,
if it is, what type of houses will
be erected.

The department is currently
erecting a conventional type
house at Carlisle for one of these
families.

$3)

2)

(3

BUTTER AND MILK

Exports and I'mporls
Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) What amount of buiter is ex-
ported from Western Australia?

(2) What amount of milk or milk pro-
ducts is exported from Western
Australia?

¢3) What amount of butter is im-
ported into Western Australia?

{4) What amocunt of butter is stored
in Westerm Australia to meet
seasonal shortages?

Mr. NALDER replied:

The following flgures relate to the
year ending the 30th June, 1964:—

(1) 5,317 boxes, including 1,804 over-

Seas.
(2) Milk and Milk Products—Local
Qrigin—
1h.
Fresh milk (frozen) 2,041,000
Skim powder (Ritler) 426,804
" Condensed and con-
centrated mitk—
Sweetened 905,124
Unsweetened 10,980
Cream e 1,804
Cheese cr e ... B28,805
In addition, the follow-
ing products not manu-
factured 1in Western
Australia were ex-
ported through this
State:—
.
Full cream powder ... 13,143
Skim powder (spray) 33,600
Ghee ... ... ... .. 1200
(3) 43,835 hoxes, all from Victoria.
(4) 59,879 boxes during 1963-64 of

of which 4,853 remained in store
at the 30th June, 1964.

9 and 10. These questions were posiponed.

FLUORIDATION OF WATER
SUPPLIES

Abandonment in Sweden

11. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

12.

13.

Health:

(1) Is he aware that the fluoridation
of water supplies has ceased in
Sweden?

As the city of Norrképing, Sweden,
commenced fluoridation on the 1st
February, 1952, and continued for
10 years, is it not strange that
since the legal impediment, which
caused a cessation of the experi-
ment in 1962, was removed in that
vear the city has not resumed
fluoridation?

Will he endeavour to ascertain the
reasons why after 10 years’ trial
fluoridation has apparently been
abandoned in Sweden?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

to (3) No; but inquiries will be
made.

2)

3

Mr.
D

ESPERANCE SEA RESCUE

ORGANISATION
Supply of Rockets end Firing
Equipment

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for

Police:
Would he make available to the
Esperance Sea Rescue Orgahisa-
tion rockets and firing equipment
for rescue work as supplied to
other centres in this State?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

The provision of rocket firing
equipment at other points on the
coast will be considered in the
light of experience gained in the
use of the three sets already pro-
vided.

ESPERANCE DISTRICT HOSPITAL

Extensions

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister

Health:

(1) Are extensions to the Esperance
District Hospital at present under
construction?

What is the nature of the exten-
sions?

When will they be completed?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Yes,

Additional ward accommodation
of 20 beds, plus service rooms.
The confract is due for comple-
tion in late November.

for

+.))

3
Mr.

'y
(2)

3
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FLASHING LIGHTS

Installation for Esperance Railway

14. Mr.

Extensions
MOIR asked the Minister for

Railways:

15. Mr.

Is provision being made for the
installation of flashing light sig-
nals where regquired on the pro-
jected extension of the Salmon
Gums-Esperance railway to the
wharf site with particular refer-
ence to the Pink Lake Road c¢ross-
ing and the Esplanade Road cross-
ing?

. COURT replied:

Pink Lake Road will have grade
separation; i.e., a rail bridge over
the road.

The Esplanade ecrossing will he a
level crossing with a single shunt-
ing track to serve the new land-
backed wharf. The provision of
flashing lights will be a question
to be determined by the Level
Crossing Protection Committee.

SILICOSIS
Classification of Stages
MOIR asked the Minister for

Health:

83

2)

Mr.
).

Will he indicate the various stages
of silicosis as defined according to
the International Labour Office
classification?

Is this method of classification
used when measuring the degree
of silicotic affection in miners in
this State?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The object of the International
Labour Office classification is to
codify the X-ray appearances in
an easily reproducible way. It is
intended to describe the per-
sistent opacities associated with
pneumnoconiosis (which includes
silicosis) which may be seen in an
X-ray, but does not take into
account the question of working
capacity.
The stages are:—

A. Normal X-ray—no sllicosis.

B. Suspect X-ray — Increased
lung markings only.
C. Silicosis—

(1) Numerous linear or re-
ticular opacities, the lung
pattern being normal,
accentuated, or obscured.

(i1) Small discrete opacities.
These are classified ac-
cording to both size
and distribution.

Size—

(a) Punctiform opaci-
tles. Slze up to 1.5
millimetres.

(b) Micronodular or
miliary opacities..
Greatest dlameter-

between 1.5 and 3.

-3, millimetres.

(¢) Nodular opacitles..
Size between 3 and.
10 millimetres..

Distribution—
Category 1—

A small number of
opacities in an area
equivalent to at least
two anterior rib
spaces and at the
most greater than
one-third of the two
Iung fields.

Category 2—
Opacities more
numerous and dif-
fuse than in cate-
gory 1 and dis-
tributed over most
aof the lung fields.

Category 3—

Very numerous pro-
fuse opacities cover-
ing the whole or
nearly the whole of
the lung fields.

i1y Large opacities—

Category A—
An opacity having
a longest diameter
of between 1 and
95 centimetres, or
several opacities
each greater than 1
cenfimetre, the sum
of whose longest dia-
meters does not ex-
ceed 5 centimetres.

Category B—
One or more opaci-
ties, larger or more
numerous than those
in category A, whose
combined area does
not exceed one-third
of one lung field.

Category C—
One or more large
opacities, whose

combined area ex-
ceeds one-third of
one lung field.

(2) Yes.

ROAD AT GRASS PATCH
Reconsiruction

i6. Mr, MOIR asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware that the road serving

farmers to the west of Grass Patch
was 50 badly affected by rains
this year that it was impossible



450

2

(1)

LASSEMBLY.)

to ftransport school children by
bus thereby causing the children
to miss considerable tuition at
school?

Has his department referred this
to the Main Roads Department
with a view to having this road
reconstructed in order that the
children can be transported safely
and regularly to the school?

. LEWIS replied:

and (2) No report has been re-
ceived. The matter is under in-
vestigation.

SCHOOL BOARDING ALLOWANCE
Increase for Nerth-West Children

17. Mr.

for
(D

(2)
(&)

Mr
(1)

18. Mr

BICKERTON asked the Minister

Education:
Is it his intention to increase the
school boarding allowance for

north-west children from the pre-
sent surn of £80 per annum?

If so, when and by how much?
If not, why not?

. LEWIS replied:

to (3) This matter is currently
receiving consideration.

LOTTERY PRIZE MONEY
Amount Unclaimed

. TONKIN asked the Chief Secre-

tary:

(83

£2}

{4)

49)

What amount of prize money has
remained unclaimed from the
Lotteries Commission from the
month of Oectober, 1963, to the
month of July, 1964 (hoth inclu-
sive) ?

What is the explanation for the
abnormal amount of unclaimed
prize money (£18,176) shown in
the commission's financial state-
menis for February last covering
consultations 1554-1561 inclusive
and 1272

What steps does the commission
take to bring to the notice of
holders of tickets relating to un-
claimed prizes that they have be-
come entitled to a prize?

Commission’s Advertising
Ezxzpenditure

Under what item in the statement
of income and expenditure is the
commission’s expenditure on ad-
vertising shown?

What was the total amount spent
on advertising during the period
covered by the audited statements
for the months of October, 1963,
to May, 1964 (both months inclu-
Sive) ?

19.

My,

(O )}
)

3)

4)

&

Mr.

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

£26,049,

The reason for the abnormal
amount of unclaimed prize money
shown in the financial state-
ments for Pebruary is due to the
fact that it was decided, in con-
currence with the Auditor-Gen-
eral’s Department, to reduce the
period for carrving these moneys
in a special uneclaimed prize ac-
count from 12 months to six
months., This necessitated frans-
ferring an additional six months’
unclaimed prize money as shown
in the statement. In no way does
it affect the payment of these
prizes should the winner estab-
lish his claim to such prize within
the prescribed time of seven years
of the drawing date of the lottery.
The change was made o improve
the accounting systems. It will
be noted that the balance for un-
claimed prizes shown as a current
liability of £21,595 in the January
statement has been reduced to
£4 638 in the February statement.
Approximately six weeks affer
the drawing of each consultation
the prize book is examined and
where there is sufficient legible
name and address or address
only, appropriate letters are for-
warded to the address given.
Approximately 200 such notices
are forwarded each week,

Direct advertising expenses are
included with printing, stationery,
and equipment.

The total for this item during the
period mentioned was £25,728 of
which direct advertising was
£1.333.

KINDERGARTENS
Byilding Subsidies
GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Educafion:

(1)

2)
(3>
4

188

@)

Has he yet made a decision re-
garding payment of subsidies to
assist in the erection of build-
ings for kindergarten purposes?
If s0, what is the nature of such
decision?

If not, when can a decision he
expected?

What was the date of the deputa-
tion to him by the Shire of Perth
in connection with this matter?

. LEWIS replied:

to (3) This matter was included
with several other requests which
were made to me by the Kinder-
garten Union on the 10th August,
1964, and which are currently
being closely examined. A deci-
sion will be made as soon as pos-
stble,

The 22nd August, 1963,
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BUS DEPOT AT TUART HILL

Discontinuance of Site

. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minijster for
Transport:

(1) Has a firm decision yet been made
to discontinue use of the M.T.T.
bus depot at the corner of Hector
Street and Wanneroo Road, Tuart
Hill?

When is it likely that use of the
present site for a bus depot will
cease?

2)

New Depot

(3} Where will the alternative depot
be situated?

My, CRAIG replied:

(1) No.

(2) Unknown. A great deal of in-

vestigation regarding a future
depot site in the northern suburbs
has been undertaken and is still
continuing. Suitable sites are re-
stricted and the building of pro-
posed roads have a direct bearing.
It is not known at present whether
the construction of the new depot
will completely obviate the use of
the existing one at Tuart Hill;
this will depend on its location.
The availability of funds for
building is also a factor as to
when the new depot can be built.

(3) Answered by Nos. (1) and (2).

W.A. INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Five-year Expenditure Programme

Mr.
for

1}

D. G, MAY asked the Minister
Education:

Is he aware that in 1963 the
Education Department announced
that it would spend £2,000,000
over a period of five years in con-

nection with the new W.A. In- )

stitute of Technology?

Since this announcement, has
there been any alteration to the
anticipated expenditure on this
project over the mentioned five-
year period?

If so0, will he indicate full particu-
lars?

2)

(3>

. LEWIS replied:

Yes.

No. However the trends in tech-
nical education are constantly
under review and expenditure will
be reviewed as necessary and as
finances permit.

See answer to No. (2).

(0
(2)

3)

22.

23.

24,

25.
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WHEAT TRANSPORT
Reail Tonnage and Revenue
Mr. D. G. MAY asked the Minister for
Raillways:
Wili he indicate the tonnage and
applicable revenue return for the

rail transport of wheat for the
period 1963-64°?

. COURT replied:

Tonnage: 1.473,981 tons.
Earnings: £3,546,788.

This question was postponed. £

-

NORTH-WEST HOSPITALS
New Ward et Derby Hospital
Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for
Health:
(1} When will work commence on the
new ward at the Derby Hospital?
Contract for Broome Hospital

(2) Has a contract yet been let for

the new district hospital at
Broome?

Wyndham Hospital

Has the Government any plans in
mind for a new hospital at the
new townsite of Wyndham?

If 50, what are the plans?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

A contract has been sighed, and
it is anticipated that work will
commence within the next fow
days.

No; but an announcement on this
will be made shortly.

3

4)

Mr.
(1)

@)

{3} Yes.
(4) Preliminary planning will com-
mence this financial year. The

department’s ability to finalise
and call tenders is dependent on
the availability of the necessary
loan funds.

DECIMAL CURRENCY
Western Australian Design

Mr. DAVIES asked the Premier:

(1) Were any representations made to
the Federal Government to have a
design peculiarly Western Austra-
lian included on any of the new
decimal currency coins or notes?

(2) If so, what was the outcome?

(3) If not, will he make suitable re-
presentations?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by No. (1),

(3) I understand that the design has
been determined, but I am mak-

ing appropriate inquiries.

26 and 27. These questiong were postponed.



452

{ASSEMBLY.)

STATE AID FOR DENOMINATIONAL

20.

SCHOOLS

Proposals Submitted o Premier
28. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:

Mr,

Were the following proposals sub-
mitted to him on 23rd August.
1962:—

(a) Payments to schools for
each secondary school
child to amount to a cost
equal to the Government
cost of educating a child in
State high schools?

Application of the living-
away-from-home atlowance
to parents of all secondary
school children irrespective
of whether or not there was
a local high school in the
distriet?

Assistance in capital de-
velopment either as grants
to cover interest payments
on capital borrowed from
commercial institutions or
as capital loans free of in-
terest or at a low rate of
interest, repayment to be
over 25 years?

Certificated teachers to
serve their bond at any
secondary school?

BRAND replied:

Yes.

(b)

(c)

)

CANNING PARK RACECOURSE

Establishment of Industrigl Estate:
Negotiations with Mr. W. Davison

Mr.

D. G. MAY asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:

)

{2)

(1}

When did the Government com-
mence initial negotiations with
British investor, Mr. W. Davison,
regarding the proposed 200-acre
industrial estate at Maddington?
Is it a fact that Mr. Davison
initiated the first inquiries rela-
tive to the establishment of an
industrial estate at Maddington?

. COURT replied:

and (2) Mr. W. Davison first
visited this State in January, 1963,
looking for investment opportuni-
ties and was shown several proper-
ties, including the Canning Park
Racecourse.

Qur industrial representative in
the United Kingdom maintained

contact in London with Mr, Davi~

son over the period July, 1963, to
March, 1964. During my visit to
the United Kingdom further nego-
tiations resulted in a firm pro-
posal being submitted to the Gov-
ernment by Mr, Davison. On the
26th May, 1964, Cabinet approved

30. Mr.

31,

of further discussions being under-
taken on the site with Mr, Davison
and following a visit by Mr. Davi-
son in July, 19684, Cabinet ap-
proved of terms and conditions to
he il};corporated in a formel agree-
ment.

ROTTNEST WATER SUPPLY

for
1)

(2)
{3y

(4)

(5)

Desalination Plants

COLDFIELD asked the Ministelr
Lands:

How many desalination plants
have so far been tried at Rotinest
Island?

What was the cost of each?
What success so far has been
achieved in the desalination of
water supplies at Rottnest?
What has been the total cosi to
date of attemptiing to obtain
sufficient supplies by desalina-
tion?

Is it intended to continue the
attempt to obtain sufficient sup-
plies by this method?

Cost of Pipeline from Mainland

(6)

Mr.

()
2)

(3)

(4)
(5>

§)

What would be the cost of laying
a two-inch polythene pipelins
from the mainland to Rottnest?

CRAIG (for Mr, Bovell) replied:
Tw0.

One plant was purchased at a
cost of £17,794. The second
plant was a replacement by the
Contractor, at no extra cost.
916,330 gallons of fresh water
have been produced by the de-
salting plants since their installa-
tion.

£23,652,

It is planned to conkinue using
the existing desalting plant.

The cost of laying a two-inch
polythene pipeline from the main-
iand has not been estimated as it
would have too low & capacity.
A four-inch polythene pipeline
would cost, very approximately.
£100,000.

TEENAGE AMUSEMENT CENTRES
Amendment of Police Act {o Control

Mr.

Misbehaviour
OLDFIELD asked the Minister

for Police:

(L

(2)

Is he aware of the misbehaviour
occurring in the vicinity of the
Civic Theatre, Inglewood, and
various other trouble spots such
as the Scarborough “snake-pit”?
Is he also aware that as the Police
Act now exists the department is
hampered in dealing with prob-
lems such as these when they
arise?
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W)

Mr.

1)

2)

(&)
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If so, is it the Government's in-
tention to amend the Police Act
accordingly?

If not, why not?

CRAIG replied:

Yes. This parficular Inglewood
area and similar places are re-
ceiving constant atiention by the
police. Since April last, there
have been nearly 100 Police Court
charges arising from behaviour
at Inglewood.

No, but arrangements are now in
hand towards increasing penal-
ties under the Police Act.

and (4) Answered by No. (2).

PARLIAMENT HOUSE LIGHTS

32. Mr.

(a)
(b}
{e)

)

ie)

49
1(:9)

e}

Details of Chandeliers

OLDFIELD asked the Premier:

Regarding the chandeliers in Par-
liament House, will he supply the

answers to the following ques-

tions:—

(a) How many have been instal-
led?

(b) What was the total purchase
price?

What was the cost of sas-
sembling and installing?

Who recommended the pur-
chase and installation?

{e) Who approved the purchase?
(f) Who placed the order for
purchase?

From whom were they pur-
chased?

Is it intended to replace any
of them with more suitable
and conventional lighfing;
and, if so, how many?

BRAND replied:
166,

£6,027.

Cost of assembly included in (b).
Installing £1,411.

Purchase and installation was re-
commended by the design archi-
tect for the project.

The Principal Architect at the
time,

The Public Works Department.
British General Electric and At-
kins Ltd.

Improvement of lighting levels is
‘lglt:‘ilng investigated at the present
e,

(c)

(d)

()

h)

33 and 34. These questions were posiponed.

35.
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MILK FOR SCHOOLCHILDREN

Avgilability of Free Supply to
Correspondence School Children

Mr.

BURT asked the Minister for

Education:

(§ D)

@

&)

(1}

@
(3)

Who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of free milk to school
¢hildren?

Are children who are taught by
correspondence eligible to receive
free milk?

If not, would he investigate the
possibilities of introducing a
scheme to make tinned milk or
fruit juice available to children
who are taught by correspond-
ence, and who are entitled to
the same beneflits as those who
can attend schools?

LEWIS replied:

The Education Department ar-
ranges distribution on behalf of
the Commonwealth,

No. Only children attending a
school are eligible for free milk.
Representations have been made
to the Commonwealth on several
occasions and have been refused.

PARKING METERS

Installation by Local Government

Authorities

36. Mr. NALDER (Minister for Agricul-

ture): Yesterday, Iin answering
question No. 13 put by the mem-
ber for Beeloo, I quoted the wrong
paragraph of the section and 1
wish t0 make a correction. In-
stead of paragraph (e) it should
be paragraph (1); that 1is, see-
tion 512 (1).

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

TRANS AUSTRALIA AIRLINES
Operation of Service in Western

Mr.

Ausitralia

BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Transport:

Yesterday I asked the Minister to
table any relevant papers in con-
nection with the approaches
which may have been made by
Trans Australia Alrlines for per-
mission to operate in Western
Australia. He tabled those papers,
and from the file I notice that
the last correspondence on it is
dated the 8th August, 1956. My
question now is: Have there been
any approaches made by ‘Trans
Australia Airlines since 1956 to
operate in Western Australia?

. CRAIG replied:

I have been informed that there
have not been, but in view of the
query raised by the honourable
member I will make further in-
quiry and advise him accordingly.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH
DAY

Motion

Debate resumed, from the 19th August,
on the following motion by Mr. O'Con-
nor.—

That the following Address be pre-
sented te His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:—

May it please your Excellency:
We, the membhers of the Legislative
Assembly of the State of Western
Australia in Parliament assem-
bled, beg to express loyalty to our
Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
thank Your Excellency for the
Speech you have been pleased to
address to Parliament.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) (243 pm.]: In
speaking to the Address-in-Reply at this
stage of the debate, I must admi{ that His
Excellency the Governor’s Speech must
have been well and truly spoken to judg-
ing frem the endorsement of facts by
members on this side of the House, and
the omissions referred to by members on
the other side of the House. Like the
member for Balcatta—who made his con-
tribution in his usual eloquent style
through his newly-obtained rose-coloured
spectacles--I, too, Mr. Speaker, welcome
vou back. I am sure the thoughts and
impressions which you must have gained
from your visit to the great Houses of
Parliament in London will have given you
the added knowledge which will stand you
in good stead for many years whilst con-
tinuing to occupy the high office you now
hold.

Mr. Bickerton:
is he?

Mr. GAYFER: The main topic which
has been raised in eloguent speeches I have
heard seems to centre in the recent
food conditions in the south-western por-
tion of the State. We, in the wheat and
sheep areas, sympathise with people in
places such as Collie, Bunbury, and Harvey.
We sympathise with the problems that
have been put forward by the members
representing those particular areas.

Mr, H. May: Nannup is much worse off
than Harvey.

Mr. GAYFER: Hawever, we in the
southern areas of the wheatbelt and along
the old Midland railway line have equally
great flooding problems so far as the fin-
ancial set-up of our own lives is concerned.
This, of course, does not cover the entire
region of the wheat and sheep areas, but
I have mentioned a specific part. In the
agricultural areas we suffered incessant
rain for days and days and, in fact, for
weeks on end and, as a result, the crops
could not be sown, We got one week of
fine weather during which we were able to
get portion of the crop into the ground.
More rain immediately fell after that week

He is going to switch,
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and there is much evidence of burst grain
as, on large areas of iallowed ground, there
is no sign of any growth whatsoever,

If that was all that had occurred it
would not be too bad, but when it comes to
the inevitable soil erosion, which is leaving
a marked imprint on the whole of the
agricultural areas at present, it becomes
more serious. However, we are fortunate
in the eastern side of the agricultural
areas where there are signs of farmers
having a very good year, and the wheat
experts already estimate that 4,750,000
acres of land to 4,800,000 acres of land-—
a figure almost exactly the same as last
year—have already been sown.

The prospects for the wheat crop are
estimated-—and I say estimated—at some
60,000,000 bushels, as compared to last
year’s total of 47,000,000 bushels. Person-
ally, I cannot see that figure being reached,
but that is the estimate by the experts.
Last year we had rust and septoria to
contend with on the same acreage, and
even at this stage we could encounter
some of those diseases among the crop and
also some rogt rot, especially if there is a
falling off of the rains from now on.

To make the position clear to the lay-
men in the Chamber I would point out that
if the wheat roots close to the surface we
must have continuing rains to keep the
surface area wet so that the wheat roots
do not burn off. However it is a pity—and
I repeat, a pity—that we can only expect
60,000,000 bushels of grain for this year.
It is quite apparent that if we had not
had these two wet years, but ordinary
average seasons right throughout the
State—and in particular in our wheat
areas—we would have had an annual pro-
duction of nearly 86,000,000 to 90,000,000
bushels of wheat grown in this State.
Here it must be borne in mind that our
wheat lands stretch over a vast area com-
parable with the distance from Brisbane
to Melbourne.

When one considers that we would have
approached, and possibly eclipsed, the New
South Wales average of 80,000,000 to
90,000,000 bushels of wheat, it will be
realised that we are rapidly reaching the
stege where we are the largest wheat pro-
ducer in the Commonwealth. If pri-
mary industry is still Australia’s main
revenue earner, then Western Australia, by
its promised supremacy in this field. will
undoubtedly lead the way to the future
prosperity of Australia.

Unfortunately, in this keen race for
supremacy in primary industry—which
is, I repeat, the most important industry
this State owns—we are clearing something
like 1,000,000 acres of land every year. We
hear this figure quoted all the time, but
the implications of what that 1.000.000
acres of land brings to the State is not,
perhaps, fully realised. The amount of
extra money that has to be expended to
open up this land, and the repercussions
that are experienced after such a year as
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this one, become very apparent when the
cleared land drains surplus water on to
lands below it thus bringing about these
huge fooded areas. This is maost notice-
able in my eleclorate of Avon,

In an area stretching from Brookton to
Corrigin—and covering the Yealering dis-
trict—and from Ardath to Kondinin and
out to Hyden in the area of the member for
Roe, where these huge areas of clearing are
being developed, it is noticeable that we
have a chain of lakes—a river system
almost—being created in the eastern
wheatbelt. There is no drainage from
these lakes, and therefore all the flat areas,
embracing millions of acres of prosperous
wheat land, become flooded. The road
system across these lakes leading east of
Corrigin are all causeways, Even the Main
Roads Department constructs causeways
across these lakes, and every lake right
through my electorate into the Merredin-
Yilgarn electorate. The road is a cause-
way acrass the lake, and it has the effect
of damming the lake. It literally and
actually spreads the water behind it, until
the road becomes impassible. The water
then flows across the roadway, and it is
out of action,

Already roads east of Corrigin are out of
action and are impassible. Some farmers
living 12 miles out of Corrigin have to
travel some 70 miles to get to town in a
roundabout way. Unfortunately it ap-
plies not only to this flood year. I hope
sincerely that these problems, which are
being caused not only by these two wet
years, but by the increased clearing of
land, will be looked into and will be further
acknowledged as of primary importance to
the agricultural areas.

I wish to read an extract of a letter sent
tc me by the Acting Minister for Agricul-
ture (Mr. Lewis) dated the 17th July, 1964,
in which he quoted an extract from the
file of the Commissioner of Soil Conserva-

tion (Mr. Lightfoot) concerning these
flooding problems. Mr. Lightfoot writes
thus—

Drier whegtbelt flooding problems
have given concern for several years
and great concern for more than the
Inst year. Public Works engineers
urged great caution on drainage, for
fegal and physical reasons; and soil
conservationists cannot permit runoff
if it can reasonably be reduced or
stopped.

For these reasons I instructed soil
conservation advisers in December,
1963, not to advise drainage, except
where floodwater adjoined a lake or
natural drainage channel. This was
really no more than reiteration of a
policy which has been in force for 15
or 18 years.

Flooding in the drier wheatbelt was
becoming more widespread in recent
years, and has been greatly emphsa-
sised by the very wet year of 1963.
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This is happening in the brosad val-
Ieys of the drier wheatbelt where there
are no definite natural drainage lines
except occasional creeks. These
usually run for a mile or severai miles
then discharge onto flat country.

It appears no general relief from
these flooding problems ean hbe ex-
pected by drainage without major ex-
penditure on whole river systems and
beyond. Even then relief from flood-
ing could be much less than expected.
The engineers are greatly concerned
by the probability of numerous com-
pensation claims on the State for dam-
age by flooding, If it can be said this
has been direetly or indirectly caused
by following advice given by Govern-
ment officers. They are also con-
cerned by likely erosion in major
rivers and drains, and its effects, if
any drainage system to give relief to
these flooded areas, were to be made.

If policy favours drainage in hopes
of quick relief, results will be costly
and disappointing and it is an en-
gineering problem almost entirely. If
relief from soil conservation is sought,
and this I strongly recommend, the
results will be satisfactory. However,
a considerable staff expansion would
be needed to get big results in any
reasonable time.

At the present time our staff s
overwhelmed. In the ecentral wheatbelt
requests for help on flooding alone
would occupy present staff for about
50 years. Requests for such help con-
tinue to arrive at the Department of
Agriculture and at district offices.

Anybody who chooses to listen to that
with any degree of sympathy will notice
that we have a major problem developing
in the agricultural areas, and it is a pity
at this stage that the Commonwealth
Grants Commission last year said, in
effect, that too much money was being
spent on agriculture, This is a good case
—and there are many other cases—to
justify why more money must be spent
on soil conservation, and on the provision
of more field advisers and research
stations. Seeing that agriculture is the
greatest industry in this State it should
have the most money spent on it.

Mr. Kelly: Pritain spends £240,000,000 a
year on agriculture,

Mr, GAYFER: Today we are farming
where we never deemed farming to be
possible, and that has only been made
possible by the great advances which have
been made in apriculture, machinery, and
research,

I noticed in the Federal Budget speech
delivered last Tuesday that, amongst
many other items, an amount ot £3,000,000
has been put aside to stabilise the price
of petrol in country areas. I feel sure that
many members will join me in wanting
to know how long it has been a fact that
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only the price of petrol has to be sub-
sidised. Surely when we heard of this we
expected dieselene, power kerosene, crude
oil, oi), and oil products to be included in
this mass saving that was being handed
out to us in the back blocks. I do hope
it will be another form of help to encour-
age the young farmers to go out east, and
further east, to try to open up new land
economically. But if the assistance I have
mentioned is to be applied to petrol alone
—1I would like some clarification on this
peint—then I feel sure it must be a mis-
take.

I quote from the report relating to
Federal Budget increases which appeared
in The West Australian of the 12th August,
which happened to be my birthday; and it
was not a very happy birthday when I read
it. I also noticed there is an amount of
£10,000,000 to be set aside for housing for
youhg couples, on a basis of £3 to £1, We
are told that if a young married couple
can save £250, then the Government will
contribute £750, in order to assist the
couple to build their home and make a
start in life. That is a magnificent ges-
ture. 1 sincerely hope the young farmers
in the country will be able to take advan-
tage of this magnificent gesture. It will
be the means of starting them off,

Mr. Ross Hufchinson: I think you
quoted the basis of assistance the other
way around, The Government contributes
£1 for every £3 saved by the couple.

Mr. GAYFER: I thank the Minister for
that correction. I also noticed in the
Budget that £1,800,000 has been put aside
for the "high cost”—and I repeat the
“high cost”"—"“of the superphosphate
bounty”. This superphosphate bounty
has done exactly what we, the country
representatives here, said it would do last
year. If a farmer has a certain amount
to spend on super he spends that amount
every year; and the more tons of super
that money will buy, the more super he
uses. The extra tonnage of superphos-
phate creates more employment, more
shipping, more carting, and a greater re-
turn from the soil; and all this brings
about a greater overall return to the State,

I notice that the income from rail
freight on superphosphate alone has
increased from £82827 in 1947-48 t{o
£1,077,138 in 1962-63. Even without the
increases in freight—I feel sure that is
likely to be mentioned—it would still re-
present well in excess of an 800 per cent.
lift on the 1947-48 figure.

However, whilst we are on super and
bounties: We have noticed that the price
of super was to increase in New South
Wales by some 17s. I believe the Customs
and Excise officers had a look at this and
eventuzlly on their recommendation the
superphosphate price in that State was
increased by 13s. 6d., a difference of 3s.
6d. It was felt this difference was brought
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about by the shortage of super in that
State and the fact that super had to be
brought in from other States.

Superphosphate was made short in New
South Wales because the farmers went
for more super on account of the super
subsidy; and consequently New South
Wales, not having the storage, had to im-
port more. Because of that factor the
price was to have been increased by this
3s. 6d. I noticed also in this State—the
same reasons have been given for an in-
crease in the price: rising costs, long
service leave, wage increases, increased
leave, and an increase in the price of phos-
phate rock—that there is now an increase
of 9s.; In other words, an increase of 9s.
on the 852,000 tons used last year, which
will add a burden of £383,400 on the
farmer, or approximately £500,000 this
vear when the super tonnages increase.

If we were talking about an inecrease
caused by the shortage of phosphate rock
I was quickly brought to a state of dis-
illusion on this point, as I understand
there are 24 years' supply of phosphate
rock still at Nauru and Christmas Island.
Ironically, such an increase follows on the
£3 bounty to the farmers, which was to
allow them to buy more super than they
were buying, and which has caused a fali-
off in stocks in certain parts of all States.

It is also ironical that in Victoria, the
only State with a farmer-owned super
campany, prices have not been increased:
and last season’s prices, despite all the
other opposition the company has in that
State, were down by 17s. 6d. per ton on
Western Australian super. In addition,
the shareholders of this farmers’ com-
pany can get a rcbate, so a shareholder
can have a further reduction of 13s. 6d.
a ton. It is a matter of interest that bulk
super in Western Australia is £7 2s. per
ton; and after the rebate is taken, the
Victaorian Co-operative will sell to its
farmers super at the price of £5 lis. per
ton. I admit there is a difference of one
per cent. in the confirmation of this super
by way of the phosphate additive, but I
am sute that one per cent. would nat
allow for some 31s. difference in the price
of super.

Mr, Tonkin: What has the Government
vthich you support done about this?’

Mr. GAYFER: In the Budget speech I
also noticed there are various moneys to
provide a pound for pound loan for a pre-
posed water scheme to go through various
parts of the State. I noticed, too. in the
paper of the 14th August, 1964, that the
Premier said that this water aid is not
a grant. In other words, I feel sure we
in the agricultural areas were expeeting
& straightout grant to be made of some
£10,000,000 in order to bring water to
parts of the State which certain of us
have acknowledged need water to improve
conditions in those parts, and when that
money was available and these parts of
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the State were satisfied by grant money,
then the grant moneys of the State would
be put into other areas of the State which
were not included in the £10,000,000 plan.

In a map that was published in The
West Ausiralian of the 13th August 1
noticed a large area which is to be in-
cluded in extensions to this comprehensive
water scheme if the Government accepts
the offer of a pound for pound loan to
be based over 25 years. I understand
ten years will be free from repayments
and the loan will be repaid over the fol-
lowing 15 years. I also noticed a large
tract of country, perhaps the oldest farm-
ing country in Western Australia, that un-
fortunately is not included in this scheme.
I am happy to say, however, that as a
result of repeated deputations I have been
informed that provided these other areas
are taken over by a Federal grant then
we could expect some State help in pro-
viding water schemes such as I require
in my electorate, which I consider to be
equally as beneficial {o production as some
of the areas that have heen included in
the Commonwealth scheme.

It is a marvellous thing that C. Y.
Q'Connor, who put this scheme in from
Fremantle to the goldfields to relieve the
troubles in the goldfields, did not realise
that he was making primary industry pos-
sible in arid parts of this State. I am
very pleased to note now that in a news-
paper article of the 13th August, 1964,
the last paragraph reads—

By December this year Gnowan-
gerup is to be connected to the scheme,
the Narrogin-Wickepin main com-
pleted, and Wickepin reticulated.

I would like to add it is a well-known
fact that promises were made to me in
November, 1962, that the Quairading water
supply would follow the Wickepin supply
and will start next January and, it is
hoped, be completed by next December.

Mr. Tonkin: Who made the promise?

Mr. GAYFER: All members—

Mr. Tonkin: Go on, tell us the whole
story.

Mr. GAYFER: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition must surely know that
when promises are made they come from
a treliable source. and in this case it was
from the Under-Secretary for Works (Mr.
J. O'Connell).

Mr. Tonkin: I thought it might have
been from one Minister.

Mr. GAYFER.: I would like to conclude
my remarks on water by saying that con-
siderable interest has been shown in the
possibility of an extension to Yealering.
Yealering and a town called Bullaring in
the Avon electorate are just outside the
comprehensive water scheme and both are
in a low level high table salt area, as is
Greenhills. Greenhills has been battline
for water since 1834; and I hope—I repeat
this hope—that the State Government will
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see some way to bring relief to ihese
towns, even though it does have to match
this money on a pound for pound basis,
and it has to be repaid. It will be an
unfortunate thing if this loan is not
accepted, but I know that negotiztions
will continue to obtain it under the best
possible conditions s¢ that we may use it.
I notice that members of Parliament
have been invited to the opening by the
Premier (Mr. Brand) on the 14th Septiem-
ber of the new £3,250,000 wheat terminal
at Fremantle. This terminal is guite an
achievement as it has been huilt by the
farmers. Other than a Government
guarantee—that is not the supply of
money; we still have to find the money—
this terminal has been built entirely from
toll contributions by wheat farmers.
There are now new silos at Geraldton of
2.2 million, Albany, 3.8 million, and im-
provements at Bunbury. I forgive the
member for Bunbury for having omitted
the silos at the port in the speech he made
last night, which give us one million
bushels of upright storage and silos at
Bunbury. I should like to compliment the
Railways Department on its contribution to
the system. We could never take the grain
out to the deep-water jetty by conveyors,
and the Railways Department is now de-
signing special railway trucks. This means
that instead of our having fo line the old
ones with bits of hessian to stop the wheat
pouring through the holes, the Railways
Department is now designing special
tiplers which will tip the wheat into
storage bins under the jetty and from
there it will be elevated into the ships.

This magnificent structure at Fremantle
is something that we farmers in Wesiern
Australia—and also the Government—can
be proud of. After all, the Government
has helped by guarantee. This structure
rates as one of the industrial achievements
of the century in this State. With the
magnificent buildings that C.B.H. is erect-
ing throughout the country—and it is
spending £1,000,000 annually in erecting
these buildings at varlous centres—there
are definite signs of progress. In co-
operation with others we are demonstrat-
ing our bellef in the future of this great
State.

The new Fremantle structure will have
an outloading rate of 1,600 tons per hour.
I feel sure that when the first boat pulls
up alongside wharf No. 9 and they copen
the gun and pour 1,600 tons per hour Into
the holds, the member for Fremantle will
have to watch out that there is not a
tidal wave. 1 think the seamen's union
will be cutting up rough because the men
will not have enough time to stretch their
sea legs in Fremantle.

We are very proud of our achievement,
and that we have been able to work in
with the railways and that the railways
have been able to work in with us. The end
tipler is deslgned fto handle the 92-ion
wagons that the Railways Department is
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going to put on for the haulage of wheat
from broad gauge railway areas to the
silos and ships. Incidentally, we have great
faith in the advantages of the broad gauge
railway line.

We feel that this will have distinet re-
percussions and happy repercussions in the
farming areas. There will be certain
teething problems that will have to be
overcome, We know that nepotiations are
going on at present for certain compensa-
tion to be decided upon between the Rail-
ways Department and CBH. We hope
that all these difficulties will have a happy
ending.

The member for Mt, Marshall asked a
question of the Minister for Industrial
Development on the 12th August. He
asked whether the new super works that
will be built at Kwinana will encroach on
co-operative bulk handling land. Some
members have been under the impression
that when C.B.H. applied for permission
to build its huge wheat installation at
Kwinana—and was told by a joint com-
mittee that it would he better if the works
were built at the Fremantle port—the co-
operative was told that land would be
set astde if it wanted to build in the
future, and that the co-operative would
not have to go to Scarborough or some-
where equally silly.

This is a great State and there 13 no
end In sight to our wheat production; so
I was rather surprised when the Minister
for Industrial Development replied to the
question asked by the member for Mt.
Marshall. I should imagine, however, that
the Minister had no confrol over this
matter. The question asked by the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall was as follows:—

Concerning his reply to my question
on today's notice paper, am I to under-
stand that no land will be made avall-
able to Co-operative Bulk Handling
Limited in the Kwinana area, or is the
matter still under consideration?

The Minister replied as follows:—

When obtalning the answer to the
gquestion asked by the honourable
member, I was unable to find that
any land had been specifically ear-
marked for C.B.H. I found that when
the area was being planned, some
general areas were referred to as be-
ing possible sites for various purposes.
Included in those areas was a site for
CBH. To the best of my knowledge
there has been no change in the in-
tentions of those people who are
planning and allocating these areas.
However, I will make some further
inquiries for the honourable member.

I am pleased that the Minister is going to
make these inguiries and give us the assur-
ance that I know will be forthcoming;
and I am also pleased to see that confer-
ences will be held to see exactly how much
land C.B.H. will require in the future. Af%
present we have built upright storage at
Fremantle for 4,000,000 bushels. It might
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be fair to say here that the area avatlable
is capable of having upright storage for
28,000,000 bushels. There is a feeling, how-
ever, that it is not always best to have all
vertical but to have some horizontal type
storage such as exists at Geelong. This
might possibly be uneconomical andg in-
advisable at the ports, and that is why in
the future we may need to spread our
wings. Agreements also have a lot to do
with the fact that we may want to spread
our wings elsewhere in the future.

Whilst on the subject of the farming
industry and its importance to Australia
in general and to Western Australia in par-
ticular, certain wheat figures have inter-
ested me. When concessions are given
directly to farmers or wheatgrowers the
effect that such concessions have on the
income of the Railways Department in
Western Australia is indeed interesting. I
noticed that the Railways Department's
income for super and wheat alone for
1947-48 was £444,084. In 1962-63 the in-
come from wheat and super that the Rail-
ways Department received in deing a mag-
nificent job of getting the wheat to the
ports and out of the State, was £5,404,311;
or an increase in 14 years of some
£5,000,000. Even if there had not been an
increase in rail freight charges, the in-
crease in income would have amounted to
£3,500,000.

I know that it is recognised by the Gov-
ernment that there will be greater pro-
gress in this field of agriculture. We have
only scratched the surface. We will need
more help. We need to have help given
when flood problems arise, and there
should be greater research into the agri-
cultural industry. Possibly, we will need
heavier taxes to bring these things into
being; and here I must sympathise with
the Treasurer. We implore the Govern-
ment, during all stages of negotiations with
its benefactors—that might be the wrong
word—in the Australian Capital Territory,
to do its best to improve the lot of the
farmer. He has helped himself, and the
Government has helped him; but in view
of ‘rising costs, and the stability of his
prices, he needs even greater help, together
with the country shire councils.

I have two personal cases that I would
like to bring forward at this stage.
The first concerns a flre that was
allegedy caused by sparks from a train
travelling between Dangin and Quairading.
The farmer concerned at Dangin wrote to
the W.AGR. and made a claim. He re-
ceived a reply from the Secretury for Rail-
ways dated the 18th March, 1964, which
reads as follows:.—

Pollowing receipt of your claim dated
16th January, 1964, in connection with
damage caused to your property by
the abovenoted fire, the inatter was
placed in the hands of this depart-
ment’s insurers,
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2. Investigations made regarding
this incident reveal thas the fire
started outside the railway reserve
and that spark arresting appliances
on the locomotive in the vicinity at
the approximate time of the fire was
in good order. In addition adequaie
firebreaks were provided on the rail-
way reserve at the point of origin of
the fire.

3. In the circumstances, while the
Commissioner sympathises with you in
your loss he regrets that he cannot
agree to accepting liability in this
case,

Mr. H. May: That comes under the Mid-
land Railway, does it not?

Mr. GAYFER: I immediately took the
matter up with several of the people who
are responsible for fighting fires in that
area and I could read seven scrips which
I have with me dealing with the subject.
There is one from the shire clerk, who 1s
the deputy fire control officer; there is one
from 2 local J.P.; and there are several
others, including one from the fire control
officer for the Quairading Shire Council,
and one from & man who chased the train
to tell the crew that they had lit a fire
as the train went by, and that the ire
had undoubtedly been caused by the train.

Having these written testimonials in my
hand I again took the matter up with Mr.
Court, and the answer I received had ob-
viously come from the State Government
Insurance Office, which is the insurer for
the Railways Department. The letter,
dated the 25th May, from Mr. Court to
me, reads as follows:—

I have now had a chance to discuss
with the Commissioner of Railways
the representations you made to the
Acting Minister for Railways, Mr.
Craig, on behalf of Mr, Strickland in
respect of a fire which occurred on
the property of Mr. Strickland on the
15th January, 1964.

Pollowing receipt of your represen-
tations Mr. Strickland’s claim for
damages was veferred to the General
Manager of the State Government In-
surance Office for review. He advises
that the statement now submifted in
no way alters the position.

The material facts are—

(1) The fire commenced outside
the railway reserve.

(2) The spark arrester was in
good order when examined
before and after the trip;
and,

(3) An adequate firebreak was
provided on the railway re-
serve and the side widths had
been hurnt off,

The General Manager, State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office further
states that in the circumstances he
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does not consider the Railways liable
forr the damage to Mr, Strickland's
property and he is unable to accept
any liability under the Public Lia-
bility Policy.

I understand Mr. Strickland has
been notified accordingly.

From the nature of the papers you
handed to the Acting Minister I pre-
sume you would like them back for
your records. They are now attached.

Kind regards.

I was not completely satisfied with that
letter.

Mr. Moir: You did not get very far with
him.

Mr, GAYFER: I then decided to take the
matter up with Mr. Wild, who is Minis-
ter for Labour and also the Minister con-
trolling the State Government Insurance
Office; and eventually, on the 17th July,
I received a reply to my representations.
I say, “eventually” hecause every time an
investigation has to be carried out into a
particular matter it takes considerable
time and I realise that, But, of course,
the grass is growing greener all the time
and the traces of the fire are gradually
being obliterated. The reply I received
lfrom the Minister for Labour reads as fol-
oOWS:—

I am returning the papers left with
me last month in connection with a
claim for fire insurance by Mr. Strick-
land, as a result of which you asked
me to go into the matter as far as
the State Government Insurance
Office are concerned.

I have had a discussion with the
General Manager who is unable to
alter his previous decision. However,
I feel that as the Railway Depart-
ment are the responsible Authority,
with the Siate Government Insurance
as the insurer for that Authority, then
further pressure, if desired, must be
put on the Railway Department. I am
therefore returning the correspondence
and suggest that you had better fur-
ther address yourself to the Minister
for Railways.

Mr. Moir: He passed the buck.

Mr, GAYFER: My worthy constituent
was getting a little annoyed by this time:
and the stage has been reached where I
think he could be advised to take legal
action, and it seems to me he has a case.
There seem to be many witnesses; but it
appears, from what we are told, that if
a spark should leave a locomotive it has
to fall within a certain distance between
the locomotive and the firebreak: otherwise
there can be no claim. If there is a howl-
ing gale blowing when the train is pro-
ceeding from one town to another, and
all other machines are off the road, and
no tractors are working, and the train is
passing through somebody’s paddock and
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a spark is blown on to the farmer's pro-
perty and causes a fire, it is not the re-
sponsibility of the Railways Department
or of the State Government Insurance
Office: it is the fault of the farmer con-
cerned.

I have one other request to make of
the Minister for Railways., and as I never
like to do things the easy way I bring
it up now. The Minister has always been
good enough to send me information
about the closure of rail services and
country bus services which, in theory, are
not paying propositions and have to be
closed down. Recently the Minister ad-
vised me that the Yealering bus run to
Narrogin on a Priday would be discon-
tinued. At the time I sympathised with
the Minister about the fact that it was
necessary to close this run; because, as he
may remember, the bus travelled up from
Brookton to Corrigin along the closed
rajlway line.

However, at the time I was not aware
that in the town of Yealering there are
13 old age pensloners. And as Narrogin
is 80 miles away, and there is no doctor
or dentist at Yealering, even though it is
quite a large town, I make a personal
appesal to the Minister to reinstate the bus
service, even if it runs only once a month,
so that these pensioners can get dental
treatment or whatever they may require
in Narrogin. I make this appeal because
the trains do not arrive in fime for these
people to do anything within shopping
hours.

1 thank you, Mr. Speaker, for having
listened to me for so long and I congratu-
late you again. I hope to hear you later
giving a discourse on your trip abroad. I
thank the Government for what it has
done for the electorate of Avon in the past
two years, and I hope it will continue to do
the same for the many years that I hope
to represent that electorate.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) (3.20 pm.}:
The Speech made by the Governor in
opening Parliament was, as is usual, pre-
pared by the Government., On generali-
ties it was quite all right, but it did net
tell us very much at all. In that regard,
of course, I refer particularly to the inter-
ests of the district of Geraldton and, if
the Premier will allow me to say so, the
electorate of Greenough, which he has the
honour to represent., That area is also
served by the port of Geraldion.

Mr. Brand: I am always glad of some
help.
Mr. SEWELL: I do not want anybody

ifo make any mistakes in this regard; but
1 would say the Premier is honoured, or
should be pleased to represent a district
such as Greenough.

Mr. Brand: I am.

Mr. SEWELL: Apparently the Green-

ough people are pleased to have him as
thelr representative as I hope the people
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of Geraldton are pleased to have me, and
will continue to be pleased to have me. I
would like to say, in passing, that the
Greenough area is second to none so far
as wheat production is concerned, and it
has the added advantage of the distinct
possibility of oil and gas being found. So
the Premier is doubly lucky.

In His Excellency’s Speech there is men-
tion of the construction of the first part of
the Muja power station near Collie, I
was one of those who believed over the
years that we would eventually have that
power station in the northern areas. 1
did feel, however, that had there been a
chapnge of Government it would have
eventuated much quicker. I do not know
whether there is a possibility of gas being
found—perhaps the Premier could tell us
&t a later stage—but so far as that farm-
ing area is concerned it is certainly most
anxious to he provided with power, At
present Geraldton is quite well served by
the power station owned by the ratepayers
of Geraldton.

Another matter mentioned by His Excel-
lency is the extension of the comprehen-
sive water scheme, I have, over the years,
expressed the opinion here that not suffi-
cient attention has been given by the
Federal Government to the supplying of
money to the State Government by loan,
or by way of subsidy, for the extension of
our water schemes. Since His Excellency
mentioned this fact, we understand that
the Commonwealth Government has
granted an additional loan to the State
Government to complete the scheme within
a certain period; and it is pleasing to see
it will be finished before the first proposed
date of completion. The amount is some
£5,000,000.

Under the old bore system in the Wich-
erina area we know it is necessary to go
to Allanooka. My complaint is that what-
ever the intentions of the Government
and the department concerned are in this
matter, action might have been taken to
expedite the provision of a water supply
from Allanocka to Geraldton., As we Know,
Wicherina has shallow bores; and last
year, after the excessive rains, the water
from the overflow from the reservoir—
and this happens very rarely—was pumped
back into the old bores which had become
saline; and from the reports of the depart-
mental engineers we find that has been
very successful. But we know that the
water must still come from Allanocka. So
I would urge the Government to make
every effort to see that the new scheme
that comes through Walkaway on the back
Rats of Greenough, and into Nungszla,
serves the abattoirs in that area and the
residents there who have been asking for
water for a long time.

I would go from there to the north-
western corner, which is the garden area
which grows tomatoes for export. Every
year it has been brought home to us more
and more clearly that we can place our-
selves in the position of having tod0 many
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of our eggs in the one basket. Over a
period the tomato growers have had a
very rough time because of low prices, and,
last year, because of the floods.

This year, however, things have improved
somewhat s0 far as the prices are con-
cerned; and the other night I had pleasure
in witnessing a TV programme which
showed a shipment of Geraldion tomatoes
being loaded at Fremantle—not at Gerald-
ton but at Premantle—for the Singapore
market, There was a fear felt some years
ago that the hot-house system in South
Australia and Victoria would eventually
ruin the QGeraldton tomato-growing in-
dustry. But with the opening up of the
markets in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur,
and with other areas to the north of us,
there is the distinet possibility of the
garden area in the Geraldton district con-
tinuing to grow. But it must have water
and power. Up to date all agitation for
water in the Nungala, Glenfell, and Moon-
yoonooks areas has fallen on deaf ears.

We do know, however, that the SEC.
has taken a step forward and is establish.
ing & centre from which to work from the
Geraldton boundary. We also know that
power is golng to be extended from Gerald-
ton to Northampton, after which of course
it will go south again to serve the pro-
posed abattolr at Nandeeloo. That is all
to the good. Buib we are not satisfled yet
by a long way.

I know the Premier is fully conversant
with the situation of the people in that
area, particularly as it relates to the wealth
they produce, and the greater wealth they
could produce if they were provided with
adequate water supply and sufficient
power. They could make an even greater
contribution to Geraldton and the district.

Whether the comprehensive scheme it-
self ever goes as far as Geraldion remains
t0o be seen. We will also have to wait
and see whether or not our water from
Allsnooka will go the other way. The
comprehensive scheme may not be em-
braced in the northern scheme, but I think
there will be sufficient water in the plain
country, from the Strawberry Basin, to
supply Geraldton and its market gardens;
and perhaps also to supply Dongara,
Mullewa, and Morawa.

Coastal shipping around Geraldfon, and
shipping to those areas t{o the north of
us—namely, Malaysia and Singapore--—
seems to be very unsatisfactory. That is
how it would appear from the information
I have at this stage. I am not making
any accusations, but it would seem that
there is a c¢artel operating, which works
t0 the disadvantage of Geraldton and its
producers.

No doubt most honourable members saw
the TV programme I mentioned a few
moments ago which showed that Gerald-
ton tomatoes were being shipped from
Fremantle. Nearly every day of the week,
during the season, members can see re-
irigerated trucks bringing crayfish tails
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from Geraldion to Fremantle to be trans-
ported to America and other countries.
We know that sheep are brought In from
the Midlands and the northern farming
districts, and from the Gascoyne and Mur-
chison, all of which are being shipped
from Fremantle.

We have often heard the Minister for
Industrial Development talk about decen-
tralisation. We know the ballyhoo that
goes on in that direction. Here is an
opportunity for the Government to see
that something is done to decentralise this
matter to the northern areas. It should
see that suitable shipping space is avail-
able for refrigerated cargo calling at
Geraldton to pick up consignments of
tomatoes, crayflsh and, perhaps a little
later, meatpacks. The Government should
make sure that all the livestock trans-
ported from that area of Western Australia
leaves from Geraldton. That is very im-
portant, Each one of these is not a big
factor in itself—not like the loading of
wheat and super boats—but in the overall
it would mean many thousands of pounds
to the business people and to the workers
of Geraldton,

I would like t0 dwell for a moment on
the position in which we find ourselves in
connection with the employment of private
architects to design public buildings. In
Geraldton we have been fortunate in the
past in having the Public Works De-
partment and the chief of the Archi-
tectural Division responsible for build-
ings worthy not only of Geraldton
and the State, but also of the Common-
wealth. However, in the last year or so,
there have been erected buildings which,
far from being architectural gems, are in
my opinion monstrosities. One example of
this is the new police station, which cost
many thousands of pounds. 1 have been
inside the private quarters; and the rooms
are too small, and the whole building is
completely out of balance with the other
part of the town and could not look less
like the public buildings next to it. It
could be likened to, say, a little garage,
compared with Parliament House.

People in Geraldton are really annoyed
to think that the Government would allow
such a building to be erected in the cenire
of the town alongside the present public
buildings. Actually the workmanship and
material in the building is all right, but
the general design and layout leave much
to be desired.

The same can be said of the additions
at the high school. Several thousand
pounds have been spent, and rightly so,
on new classrooms and a sclence build-
ing. I understand the contractor is be-
hind in the contract but that does not
concern us here. What does concern us
is the appearance of the new structures.
Everyone who has seen the high school
will agree that it is a really nice design.
Visitors particularly are always impressed
by it. Over the years additions have been
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kept in line with the original idea of the
architect, who I understand was Mr. Clare,
the then Chief Architect. He is a8 man
who must be commended for his splendid
work. The same cannot be said for the
adjoining building which is just being
completed. It has certainly nothing in
common whatever with the design of the
older part, Although I say older part, it
has only been up a few years.

Much has been said about decentralisa-
tion and I believe it is past time the
Government and perhaps all of us should
have given more attention te this matter.
The other night the member for Albany
advocated the establishment of another
State. I want to say here and now that
I do not agree with that idea at all. We
do not want any more States. We cer-
tainly require larger towns but I would
not, like to see Perth grow any larger. If
we are to achieve these larger towns in the
country areas we must decentralise.

I now come to gold and mining gener-
ally. It would seem to me that the Gov-
ernment has been very lax in its duties
in not agitating more and more with the
Commonwealth Government and those
people vitally concerned—the goldmine
owners themselves and the workers on the
flelds—to see that some increase is made
in the price of gold. If this is internation-
ally impossible some local relief should be
afforded, for instance in taxation and those
other ways whieh could make costs lower
in the industry.

I think the State Government would be
well advised—particularly with the gold-
mining industry, because most of us know
what value the goldmining industry was
to this State and still is—to realise this
industry could again be a great force in
the economy not only of this State, but
of the Commonwealth.

The same would apply to 2 much lesser
degree to the mining of lead and
copper. We have the base metals. We
hear a lot about iron ore—perhaps too
much—hut these other metals are forgoi-
ten. In an area such as Geraldton, but
particularly Northampton, which is one of
the oldest mining fields in Western Aus-
tralia, if not the oldest, there must be a
lot of ore still that could be obtained, thus
giving employment and general uplift in
the prosperity of the distriet and of the
State generally. Therefore I would appeal
to the Government to do something to
assist the mining industry generally but,
in particular, the goldmining industry.

Mr. Burt: You should not be hearing
too much about iron ore.

Sitting suspended from 345 to 4.4 p.m.

Mr. SEWELL: I now wish to touch on
the subject of workers' compensation in
this State. Attempts have been made to
amend the Act to bring it into line with
what my party considers, and what I con-
sider, to be the prosperity of the country,
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and to show a little bit of decency and
Christian spirit. First of all I wish to
refer to the covering of workers going to
and from their work, We know this gb-
tains in some of the Eastern States, if not
all of them, but workers in this State
cannot be covered from the time they
leave home until they reach their place
of employment, nor can they be covered
on their return journey at luneh time and
in the evening, We are told by the Minis-
ter for Railways that the time is not ap-
portune, and that the country and indus-
try cannot afford it, and so on. I say that
in respect of a simple humane question
like this we cannot afford not to do it
in the very near future.

The same thing applies on the death
of a worker. I understand the present
amount payable is £3,000, plus some basic
wage adjustment, making in all £3,240;
and for a permanent disability it is £2,750.
We find that in New South Wales £4,000
is paid on death; and in Queensland,
where there is a Country Party Govern-
ment, the amount is £4,000, too.

It would seem that with the continyal
drumming we get about the prosperity of
this country—and we know it is a fact:
but whether it is as prosperous as the
Government tries to make out remains
to be seen—sa little more could be spared
tc a worker’s famijly when the worker has
heen killed as a result of industry, or
where his earning capacity has been some-
what destroyed. I think the Government
should pay some attention to the matter
of completely overhauling the Act and
bringing it into line with the legislation
in the Eastern States.

At various times we have this thrown
up at us: They have not got this in the
Eastern States; they have something else.
That is what we were told last year when
we had trouble in connection with the
present Industrial Commission and fthe
arbitration court was done away with.
The Government said that we had some-
thing and another State had something
else, therefore we had to bring ourselves
into line with the others, in order t¢ he
moderate. I say to the Government: Let
it be moderate in these circumstances and
let it see that the families of workers »ho
are killed or injured in industry are pro-
perly compensated,

The member for Avon was quite in-
teresting—seeing that he is a successful
farmer and s a memher of the Ilarge
organisation that he mentioned—on the
subject of the mechanisation that will be
put into operation for the loading of wheat
beats. 1 have a question that I woula
like to ask, but 1t would be of no use
asking the member for Avon, because it
is not within his province. It is: Whai
plans have the Government made in re-
spect of the mechanisation of Geraldton?
We know this is happening all around us,
angd even in the port of Geraldton. Unfor-
tunately that port is down this year in
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its wheat export figures because of ihe
bad season last year. The turnaround of
hoats at Geraldton, however, is terrific.
They hardly seem to be in the port before
they are loaded ang out again. Has the
Government any plans to deal with the
workers that this machinery will even-
tually displace? I think some attentlon
should bhe given to that point; and if the
Government has anything in mind, I would
like to hear it.

We know that over the years the matter
I am about to mention has been a menace
to the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment; but I would like to know from him
why, when a committee had been set up
by the Hawke Government to deal with
local products, he has continually thrown
cold water on it, and has completely by-
nassed, ignored and snubbed it; because
we have heard nothing from that com-
niittee since the Brand-Watts Government.
as it was originally, came into office.

I was able to give the department a
little bit of assistance; and it would seem
to me that even if the facis and the
propaganda that the department had were
not availed of to the fullest extent, it was
definitely on the right track. Why did
the Minister for Industrial Development
dérop the whole business and take it upon
himseli to be the chlef advertiser and
chief advertisement, as it were, of the
products of this State? If we do not go
out after markets and advertise ourselves
in some way or other, as the Deputy
Premier told the gathering in Albany a
“'lﬁile ago, we are not going to get any-
where.

These are a few comments I would like
to bring to the attention of the Govern-
ment, mainly dealing with water supplies.
power, and the harbour at Geraldton.
which members have heard about. Per-
haps some may know more about Gerald-
ton than others. It would seem to me at
this stage that with the advent of new
machinery being installed there, progress
is being made, even though it appears to
be slow; and the Premier, or the Minister
for Works, in answer to a question sald
that tenders will be called to get rid of the
rock bar or continental shelf which has
been so much a worry and trouble in the
past.

Last year I mentioned that the plant
and equipment given to the engineers and
the men to work with at Geraldton was far
from adequate. If I remember, I said
that the dredge should have been given to
the sea scouts to play with or to practise
on, and that still applies,. The dredging
facilities provided for the engineers and
men are far less than they should be. On
the other hand I wish to say that some
things, as I have mentioned over the vears,
have come to pass and are now established
facts in Geraldton. I would like to add
that the people in Geraldton, generally,
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arc groteful., First of all there is a hos-
tel for girls which is under the control of
the high schools hostel authority. That is
a fine building, and it appears to be do-
ing a very satisfactory job. Girls from
country places and from overseas have
suitable accommodation there and are
under supervision. Those girls attend the
Geraldton High School.

The regional hospital is well on its way:
and I must congratulate the Geraldton
Building Company on the show it is mak-
ing in connection with that building, It
would seem to me, as an outsider looking
in, that the company is making good pro-
gress.

It appears that after years of agitation
for the things one desires most, one
eventually, even though it may fake years,
gets them; and that is the case with the
regional hospital. The present Govern-
ment has brought it to fruition, but pre-
vious Governments, both Labor and coall-
tion, had a hand in the matters in years
gone hy.

Generally I would say that the area rep-
resented by the Premier, the Minister for
Education, and myself could be where there
will be a turning point in our history if
what we anticipate comes to pass. I refer
in the first instance, of course, to the pros-
pects of finding payahle oil and gas. Oil
could be found in guantity; and the mem-
her for Pilbara could also be included be-
cause the Monte Bello Islands and Barrow
Island would come, if not within his pro-
vince, then within his area.

We know that gas has heen found as far
south as Eneabba; and we were hopeful
when he heard of the find at ¥ardarino,
but the bore does not appear as promising
as it did at first. But we, as laymen, know
nothing about conditions applying to bor-
ing for oil and gas; we leave it to those
people who do know.

I would like to pay a tribute to the
Wapet company and its associates for the
excellent work they have done over & num-
ber of years in the area I have referred
to. If the gas, as it was first found in the
Yardarino well, proves to be successful
and can be used commercially, we could
say to the Minister for Electricity Sup-
plies, “Thank you very much, but we do
not need your Muja power station now.”
That may not suit the member for Collie,
but we would be in the happy position of
being able to supply our own power. The
lack of power is cne of the factors that
has handicapped the Geraldton and sur-
rounding districk in past years. With the
advent of the export of iron ore from Ger-
aldton, and with the prospect of the es-
tablishment of factories and organisations
that are prepared to install plant and ma-
chinery to upgrade the iron ore which we
know exists in the surrounding area, the
growth and importance of the Geraldton
district and the northern district gener-
ally could be increased.
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Prior to the tea suspension an interjec-
tion was made by a8 member on the Gov-
ernment side of the House in regard to
iron ore which I did not quite hear, I
would like to point out that the export of
iron ore for the time being would become
a No. 1 priority. However, as I have said
previously, we must not lose sight of the
fact that the more one takes away from
base metals the less value they have, and
therefore, over the years, the principal
factor that will lead to the prosperity of
this State les in food production, and it
is in this fleld that owr district will sur-
pass any other in Western Australia.

Production ¢f iron ore will help to stab-
ilise the town of Geraldton and the near-
by districts until we reach the stage we
are anxious to reach. When we gel the
abattoirs going, and obtain the water
supplies and electricity supplies that we
want—and that the Premier wants—we
will really be going places.

Before concluding my speech 1 take this
opportunity of expressing my thanks—
despite the fact that one hears various
things about Parliament House at times—
to every member of the staff in this House,
and to you, Sir, for the courtesy that has
been shown to myself and the visitors I
have brought to this building, and the effi-
cient manner with which the members of
the stafl carry out thetr dutles.

Mr. H May: What about the Joint
House Committee?

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [4.33
p.m.1: In the Governor's Speech reference
was made to building aetivity in this
State. There is one aspect of this I wish
to touch upon, because it could have great
bearing on the type of building that is
erected in South Perth in the future. It
concerns a proposal recently pui to the
South Perth City Council by the Town
Planning Commissioner (Mr. J. E. Lloyd).
There are 10 aspects of this proposal
which I consider to he contrary to the
public interest, and I therefore propose to
deal with the question in detail in the
hope that this will have a salutary eflect
on comparable proposals considered in the
future by various departmental officers
or local authorities.

Eatly this year the Town Planning
Commissioner arranged with the Town
Clerk of the South Perth City Council to
discuss with the council the proposals to
which I am now referring. It was also
arranged that this meeting would be held
in committee, and on the 26th May, the
Town Planning Commissioner visited
South Perth and attended a meeting of
the council and addressed the members
in a closed session from which the mem-
thers of the Press and the public were ex-
‘cluded. The proposal which the Town
Pianning Commissioner put to the coun-
cil related to a permit for one, A.
I. McClelland of Claremont to build a 15-
storey block of flats in the heart of the

[ASSEMBLY.]

residential section of South Perth, and on
the high ground which overlooks the links
of the Royal Perth Golf Club, in an area
‘where all other ratepayers are restricted
%o a building height of three storeys.

By way of background, I would
point out that this matter had its
origin in the selling, by Dr. Anthony, of a
bicck of land at 16 Hensman Street, Scuth
Perth. This land was on the crest of that
high ground overlooking the golf links,
and the new owner, Mr. McClelland, ap-
plied to ihe local authority for a permit
to build a block of 3-storey flats on that
site. At that time, in the area concerned,
South Perth had an existing block ratio
of one, which allowed the construction
of a fairly large block of flats. The sur-
rounding residents felt that the fats
contemplated were entirely out of keep-
ing with the surrounding homes; and
therefore they did everything possible to
induce the owner not to proceed with the
project. When their efforts in that direc-
tion failed they took up a petition which
was signed hy 178—or something of that
order--of the surrounding residents. Then
they went further and teok a deputation
to the South Perth City Council, and later
another deputation was taken to the Min-
ister forr Local Government {The Hon.
L. A, Logan).

I was present at both deputations and,
in each case, every possible methed was
canvassed to prevent the erection of these
three-storey flats. I might mention that
the residenis of South Perth surrounding
this particular block were not opposed to
the building of flats on the site, but
opposed to the large dormitory-type block
of flats which was contemplated. Eventu-
ally, all the efforts of the residents failed
and Mr. McClelland was granted a permit
to build a block of three-storey flats. I
have set out the background to
emphasise that the South Perth City
Council knew full well the opposition of
the residents of that area to the erection
of flats of any kind, much less the erection
of & block of 15-storey flats. I want to
emphasise also that the Minister aiso
knew full well the opposition of the
residents of South Perth to the erection
of this block of three-storey flats, because
they had taken a deputation to him.

Mr. Graham: The people who decided
oh that site would prefer a three-storey
block of flats.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, so they say. I
ask the member for Balcatta to listen to
my story first and then he can make
some comments if he sg desires.

Mr. Oldfleld: Kevin Deane chased him
out of East Perth.

Mr. GRAYDEN: All this happened
about 12 months ago. Recently, Mr.
MceClelland went to the Town Planning
Commissioner, or to the Minister. If he
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went to the Town Planning Commissioner
first it must have been suggested that he
should go te the Minister. At all events,
he eventually approached the Minister,
who asked the Town Planhing Commis-
sioner to investigate the matter. The
Town Planning Commissioner subsequently
attended the meeting at South Perth and
put this proposal to the South Perth City
Council. So here we have a proposal that
was actually put by the Town Planning
Commissioner to the South Perth City
Council and, in these circumstances, it
would carry a great deal of weight with
the couneil.

If the Town Planning Commissioner,
with all the work he is required to do,
was prepared to spend considerable time
in preparing a case and submitting it at
length to the South Perth City Council,
it wouid, I repeat, carry a great deal of
weight with that council. At the meeting
which fook place it was known that
the South Perth City Council did
not have the power to grant a per-
mit for the erection of a 15-storey
block of flats because of the building
by-laws in the area. So the Town Planning
Commissioner made it clear to the South
Perth City Council that this matter could
be overcome by Mr, McClelland handing
hack to the South Perth City Council the
permit which he held to erect a three-
storey block of flats. Following this the
council would have to give an assurance
that at a later stage it would grant a per-
mit for the erection of a 15-storey block of
flats. After Mr. McClelland had handed
his existing permit to the council it would
at first refuse the new permit. M1 MeClel-
land could then appeal to the Minister for
Local Government, and if that appeal were
upheld he would return to the South Perth
City Council and it would grant a permit
for the erection of a 15-storey block of
flats.

So there you have the Town Planning
Commissioner suggesting to the South
Perth City Council that the problem could
be solved by this backdoor method, which
method I will outline very shortly. For-
tunately, the South Perth City Council did
not arrive at a decision that particular
night. One member of the council sug-
gested that a petition be taken up among
the residents of the area surrounding the
proposed flats and the council agreed to
that request.

What I have said is broadly the situation
surrounding the proposal, but there are
10 aspects of it which I helieve ate inimical
to the public interest, and therefore 1
want to deal with them one by one. The
first aspect is the secrecy which shrouded
the eXecution of the plans to which 1
have referred, and the measures taken to
prevent ratepayers learning of what was
proposed. As I have mentioned, the Town
Planning Commissioner (Mr. J. E. Lloyd},
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arranged with the South Perth City Coun-
cil that this proposal would be discussed
in committee from which the members of
the public and the Press were excluded.
At that meeting the councillors were
warned that they were not to discuss
any aspect of the proposal that had
been put before them, following
which, in open council, the motion on the
petition tec which I have referred was
passed without debate. In The West Aus-
tralian of the 3rd June, 1964, a brief refer-
ence was made to this., Actually, I think it
appeared in the South Suburban section of
that newspaper, which section appears
once a week. The relevant reference was
as follows:—
The main point of his visit—

they were here referring to the Town
Planning Commissioner—

was to speak to the proposed multi-

storey flats for lot 58, Hensman Street,

South Perth, and the No. 2 town plan-

ning scheme.

That is the sole reference. That men-
tions, of course, lot 58, Hensman Street;
but this particular lot, on which the flats
were to be erected is known as No. 16
Hensman Street, so those residents who
were concerned had ho idea from that
news item that this particular block was
under discussion. The councillors had been
warned that they could not say anything
to anyone about the proposal, so the mem-
bers of the public had no chance of learn-
ing from any official source of what was
taking place.

Mr. Jamieson: Under the provisions of
the Act, they should have brought the
whole matter before an open council meet-
ing. )

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am pleased to hear
the honourable member say that, because
I will refer to that angle at a later stage.
Here we have a proposition to build
15-storey flats in the heart of a residential
area, and the matter is discussed, but the
residents know nothing about it. When
the South Perth City Council decided that
a petition be taken up it said to the flat
applicant, “You or your agent should take
up the petition.” The ratepayers and the
residents in the surrounding houses were
virtually sitting ducks for the agent, who
went around subsequently. I shall desl
with that in more detail shortly.

The second aspect of this matter which
I consider to be inimical to the public in-
terest is the proposal iiself. This involved
the building of 15-storey flats in the heart
of a residential area cverlooking the golf
links, in a district where all other build-
ings were limited 6o three-storeys. 1
suggest this to the Town Planner, the Min-
ister for Loeal Government, or anybody
else: The building of this type of flat in the
heart of Floreat Park, Peppermint Grove,
Dalkeith, Nedlands, or any other resi-
dential district, would not be permitied if
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in those distriets there existed a limitation
of buildings to three storeys. Permission
would not be grented under any circum-
stances for the building of 15-storey flats;
yet the town planner put forward that
proposition to the South Perth City
Council.

Mr. Crommelin: Is there a height re-
striction applying in the South Perth City
Council area?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes. The limit is three
storeys in the area concerned. That was
why the council could not grant a permit
for the building of 15-storey flats, except
by the method I have described. The case
had to be submitted to the Minister for
Loecal Government by way of appeal.

Do members realise what the building of
15-storey flats would mean? If they were
to look at South Perth from King's Park
they would see a great single tower of
flats—not one tower of nine or 10 storeys
as are Hillside Gardens and Sunnymede
near Parliament House, but a block of 15
storeys.

This proposition is contrary to all ae-
cepted town-planning principles, and such
a tower would be completely out of
harmeny with the homes in this section
of South Perth.

The third aspect of this proposition
which I consider to be contrary to the pub-
lic interest is the preferential treatment
envisaged for Mr. McClelland. Ratepayers
who have resided in South Perth all their
lives are precluded from erecting buildings
which exceed three storeys. If this person
obtains his permit to bhuild by the means
I have described, the occupants of his flats
will heneeforth have an unrivalled view of
Melviile Waters, Perth Waters. and the
surrounding area. He would not be faced
with the prospect of other people building
multi-storey flats opposite his. The views
- from his flats would not be blocked, be-
cause he, and he alone, would get that
preferential treatment and be permitted
to build muolti-storey flats. I ask members
to reflsct on the gravity of that situation.

The fourth aspect of this proposition
which is contrary to the public interest is
the manner in which confidential infor-
mation appertaining to these flats was dis-
clozed to the flat applicant, while the rate-
payers in the arvea were left uninformed
and as sitting ducks for the petition which
was to be presented to them by the flat
applicant, or his agent. The flat appli-
cant was put in the picture as to the
means by which the permit was to be
granted,; but that information was denied
the ratepayers. They had no inkling of
what was proposed for the area in which
they resided.

The fifth aspect which is regarded as
being inimical to the public interest was
the feilure by the city council, and the
town planner, who was present at the
council meeting, to have any regard for
the wording of the petition which was to
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be subsequently taken up, or for the way
in which it was to be presented; and the
apparent willingness on the part of the
South Perth City Council and the town
planner to allow this flat applicant to have
an open go.

When the agent of Mr. MecClelland fook
the petition around, all sorts of complaints
were received subsequently. ©One woman
complained that when the agent came
around he spoke to her for 10 minutes,
but did not say whether he was for or
against multi-storey flats. He had pie-
tures pinned acreoss the wording of the
petition. At the end of 10 minutes this
woman had to ask what was the purpose
of the petition.

Other people also wrote in to the city
council saying that they had put their
names on the petition thinking they were
opposing the 15-storey flats; and they
asked for their names to be crossed off
the petition. One of the South Perth City
councillors (Mrs. Chester) made some com-
ments about this matter, and they appeared
in the South Suburban supplement of The
West Australian of the 29th July. They
are as follows:—

Petition “Salesmanship”
False Pretences, Says Councillor

Signatures for a South Perth peti-
tion were being obtained under false
pretences, Cr. Gwen Chester told the
South Perth City Council.

The petition was being taken around
to obtain ratepayers' opinion on the
proposed Hensman-street multi-storey
flat project.

When asked to sign it, ratepayers
were being told that the petition was
from the Council. This was incorrect.

It was a matter of salesmanship.
1f the person making the house-to-
house canvass was a good salesman,
he obtained the ratepayer’s signature.

I qguoted that report te illustrate that
there was subsequent criticism from even
the councillors.

When the ratepayers in the vicinity of
the contemplated project found this peti-
tion was circulating in the area, and real-
ised what it was all about, they hegan to
take up a petition of their own., Subse-
quently they discontinued doing that, be-
cause Mr. MeClelland announced he was
going on with his original intention of
building 3-storey flats. He told that to
some of the people concerned, and for that
reason the second petition was discon-
tinued.

The organisers of the second petition
celled on nearly all the homes surrounding
the site in question and obtained 100 sig-
natures. Over 90 per cent. of the people
who had been approached were diamet-
rically opposed to the 15-storey flats. and
they signed that petition.
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Some time prior to the second petition,
Mr. McClelland advised the South Perth
City Council about his own petition, In
that connection I quote from The West
Australian of the 29th July—

In his letter Mr. McClelland said the
epinion of all ratepayers living within
quarter of a mile of the flat site had
not been obtained because of bad
weather.

Signatures already obtained showed
that 125 favoured multi-storey flats,
13 were opposed to them, 37 were op-
posed to all flats, 20 were not inter-
ested, and 110 calls had been made
without the owners having heen seen.

When the figures mentioned in the re-
port were submitted by Mr. McClelland to
the South Perth City Council, they were
not accompanied by the petition, so the
council only had Mr. McClelland‘'s word
for it. But when the second petition was
taken up by the ratepayers, it soon
found out that the first one must have
heen completely fictitious, or that it con-
tained the signatures of people living out-
side the stipulated quarter-mile radius,
because over 90 per cent. of the people
living around the site of the proposed flats
had signed the petition, and were opposed
to the erection of 15-storey flats.

The sixth aspect of this proposal which
I believe to be inimical to the public in-
terest is the indifference of the South
Perth City Council and the town planner
to the adverse effect of multi-storey flats
on ratepayers within a wide radius of that
site. When multi-storey flats are built in
the middle of a residential area it results
immediately in residents living within a
quarter of a mile or so losing their privacy.

In Western Australia the people favour
outdoor living. Just imagine the occu-
pants of a home, within a quarter of a
mile of the block of flats, holding a bar-
becue or an outdoor party at night! Those
people would be under the surveillance of
everyone in the 15-storey flats, If a
woman in one of those houses were to
walk out of her back door to put out the
washing, or to take the baby out for a
sunbath, she would be under the surveil-
lance of everyone in those flats. Apart
from the lack of privacy, the huilding of
this block of flats would obstruct the sun-
light and cast long shadows.

Whilst tall blocks of flats sometimes
appear very attractive from the front,
very frequently they are hideous from the
rear; and people in houses at the rear are
often confronted with a tangled mass of
steel fire escapes, sewerage pipes, gas pipes,
and other paraphernalia which are re-
quired by the flats. One only has to walk
up to the second floor of Parliament House
and look across the city to see the hideous
view which many buildings present. There
one is able to see rusty rooftops., sheer
brick walls, sfeel fire escapes, and the
other things which I have mentioned.
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Had the 15-storey flats been erected in
the South Perth residential area s similar
view would have confronted the residents
to the rear of those flats, and instead of
seeing blue skies and sunshine when they
walked into their backyards they would
see a great block of concrefe and probably
the various types of pipes and fire escapes
I have referred to. People dislike living
ir the lee of these great buildings, and
they dislike it for many reasons. There
are many parts of South Perth already
where the sunlight does not penetrate be-
cause of the large flats which have been
erected. These tall buildings cast long
shadows over the surrounding area.

The buildings which we consider to have
marred the view near Parliament House
are of nine or 10 storeys; but the one I
am referring to at South Perth was to be
15 storeys high, and for that reason it
would be even more incongruous. When
a building of that kind is erected in a
residential area, then as far as the Taxa-
tion Department is concerned there usually
follows a rise in land valuation.

Rates and things of that kind go up;
and in addition—it happens almast in-
variably—the people have the greatest
difficulty in guitting their homes if they
are in the victnity of tall buildings, unless
their blocks are suitable for multi-storey
construction. People do no{ want to live
under the lee of these tall buildings. Had
this project gone through it would have
ruined the residential area. on the high
ground overlooking the golf course.

My seventh point refers to the fact that
a town planning scheme covering the area
about which I am speaking—this is one of
the most serious aspects of the whole
business—wiil shortly be submitted for the
approval of South Perth ratepayers. In
these circumstances, this proposal, if
agreed to, could he completely at variance
with what is eventually approved uncer
the scheme. This is an extremely serious
thing. For two years or so the South
Perth City Council has been working on
a town planning scheme for this particular
area; and yet, before its release, the town
planner put forward the proposition for
the construction of these 15-storey flats,
cven though this could have been com-
pletely at variance with the town planning
scheme. In other words, it would un-
doubtedly set the pattern of town planning
of that area and would bypass the normal
safeguards available for the protection of
residents when town planning is contem-
plated.

Mr. Toms: You are making some pretty
serious statements in regard to the town
planner.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Every aspect of this
can be more than justified. I regard it
as an extremely serious matter. As I have
said, had these flats been erected, it would
have set a precedent.



488

‘The eighth point I want to make 1s this:
This proposal is contrary to the public
interest in that there is a complete lack
of any valld reason or Justification for if.
The change from 3-storey to 15-storey
flats would mean that the views of one
resident only would be less affected. There
is not the slightest shred of justification
for saying that if 3-storey Bats were to be
erected it would mean dozens of people
would lose their views. Only one person
(Dr. Watson) would have his view affected,
I think the member for Balcatta referred
earlier to two neighbours. The other man
is Mr. Doig. He lives on the lower side,
His home has been up for sale for a long
time. Those are the two people to whom
he referred, but the view of only one man
would have been affected.

Mr. Graham: These two people would
have a 30 {t. hich wall immediately along
thelr boundary fences.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Had this block been
sold for the construction of 8 home and
8 home built on it, it would have affected
Dr. Watson's view to exactly the same ex-
tent as a much larger building would have.

After 1 protested ahout this matter, the
tcwn planner had the following to say
ji. the Press;:—

The new proposal for 8 multi-storey
block with the same floor space, had
been suggested by the developer as
more desirable because a tower-like
structure would not restrict views to
the same extent as a sprawling, three-
storey buiilding.

That is his reason for proceeding with the
project. The town planner had gone to
the trouble of preparing this case and put-
ting it to the South Perth Council and
having the South Perth Council take the
matter up in order that the view of one
man would be slishtly less affected!

Let us see what Dr. Watson's justification
was. He made a comment in The West
Australian as follows:—

My reasons are that the tower-flat
would not deny to neighbouring homes
views, light or air, and I believe would
not depress values in the immediate
locality.

He mentioned views; but, as I have
stressed, the only view that would have
heen affected was his own. Let us see
what the South Perth City Council has
to say in justification of this proposal.
Ti}g town clerk, in a statement to the Press,
said—

In May this year the council had
been told constderation might be given
to lifting height control on the Hens-
man Street site to enable open space,
uncbstructed air and lisht to be re-
tained in the neighbourhood.

Those ate the reasons glven for this pro-
ject. One can see at a glance there is
not the slightest justification for the pro-
position to bulld these flats.
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The indifference to existing by-laws and
the arrangement by which existing by-
laws were to he circumvented is the ninth
reason why this proposal is contrary to
the public interest. As the council has
no power to grant & permit to build 15-
storey flats because of existing by-laws,
it would have been required to refuse the
permit. Mr McClelland would then ap-
peal to the Minister for Local Government
who, having initiated the approach to the
South Perth City Couneil, would thus un-
cdioubtedly be obliged to uphold the appeal.
That speaks for itself and there is no need
for me to comment on ijt.

The last and tenth point is the fact that
a private businessman could, in the cir-
cumstances, obtain such a measure of as-
sistance from the Town Planning Depart-
ment. I do not blame the Minister. He
acked for the advice of the town planner
and the town planner took it from there.

A lot of local authorities have given con-
sideration to these tower flats, For
instance, the Kalamunda council con-
sidered the matter not long ago. I
have a cutting from The West Australian
of the 12th August headed, “Tall Flats On
Range Considered.” The article goes on
to say-—

The Kalamunda Shire Council does
not want multi-storey flats built on
the settled areas of the Darling Range
escarpment or in areas where they
will affeet existing homes,

The councit has instructed its town
planning committee to define areas in
the district where flats may be bullt.

This was decided at a meeting with
Town Planning ‘Department officers to
discuss town planning matters affect-
ing the district.

Department officer D. J. Collins
suggested that the council give a clear
definition of what it required for flats
and submit this to the department
for its views.

Recently we formed an advisory council
in Perth, and the editgrials in both the
Daily News and The West Australian re-
ferred to it. One paragraph of the edi-
torial in the Daily News read as follows:—

The new move is obviously designed
to prevent any architectural mon-
strosities overshadowing designs of
good taste in the parliamentary hub
of the State.

Another comment in respect of the an-
nouncement ahbout this commitiee in The
West Australian was as follows:—

The proposed advisory committee
which will help the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority to gauge
the aesthetics of new buildings planned
rniear Parliament House, will not start
with any specific rules.

However, the authority expects the
commtttee to set down progressively
design standards for the area. This
could include the maxtmum heights of
some buildings.
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The map shows the proposed area
subject to design control.

The committee will consider such
matters as elevation, design and ¢ol-
our, external facings, building outline
and roof forms.

I have other cuttings here showing that
a lot of people are perturbed about the
type of multi-storey flats being erected
near Parliament House. Notwithstanding
the concern that has been expressed in re-
spect of these multi-storey flats, and
that, at this very time, a committee is
Leing set up to deal with flats of this kind,
the town planner has gone t¢ the Sotuth
Perth City Council and suggested that this
great 15-storey structure should be huilt,
knowing full well that shortiy a town plan-
ning scheme will be coming out for that
area, and that these flats could be en-
tirely at variance with fit.

When the town planner proposed that a
permit for the building of these flats
should be issued in this way, he denied to
the people of South Perth the usual safe-
guards associated with zone proposals.
Under the Town Planning Act certain
regulations were formulated, and they
appeared in the Government Gazette of
the 6th August, 1963. They make provi-
sion for the safeguard to which I have
referred when town planning schemes are
put forward by local autherities.

I am noi going to read these, but I
would like to read the headings in order
to place on record for the benefit of rate-
payvers what protection they have under
these regulations. The first is, “Resolu-
tion to Prepare or Adopt a Scheme”; and
they continue, ‘“Approval and Notice of
Resolution”; “Scheme in Respect of Crown
Land”; “Scheme by Order of Minister”;
“Preparation of Scheme”; “Scheme Pro-
posals Map”; *“Scheme Report”; “Adop-
tion of Scheme by Local Authority”;
“Preliminary Approval by Minister”;
“Advertisment of Scheme”; “Objections
to Secheme”; Consideration of Objections”:
“Approval of Scheme by Minister”;
“Modification of Scheme as Required by
Minister”; “Advertisement of Approved
Scheme”; “Deposit of Statutory Scheme”;
“Amending Scheme”; ‘“‘Compensation”,
and “Scheme Interpretation”.

Under the heading of “Objections to
Scheme”, paragraph 16 reads as follows:—

1) A person desirous of objecting
to the Scheme may do so by giving
to the responsible authority notice in
writing signed by him of his objec-
tion or objections to the Scheme which
notice shall be in or te the effect of
Form No. 4 in Appendix “E” to these
regulations.

(2) The person making an objection
to the Scheme shall state in his notice
of objection whether he makes his ob-
jection as the owner or occupier of
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property within the area of the re-
sponsible authority, or as the repre-
sentative of a body corporate, or in
some other capacity.

Once a town planning scheme has been
advertised, there is ample provision in these
regulations for residents to object and
for the objectlons to be considered at
several stages up to minjsterial level; and
then for modifications to be made.

Under the proposition which was pro-
posed by the town planner, the electors of
South Perth were to be denied these safe~
guards. The proposal was put up at a
council meeting in a closed session. Every-
thing was confidential and the ratepayets
were not told what was goihg on. A per-
mit would have been granted for the flats
and the residents would have had no
means of objecting. This is what has been
happening while No. 2 town planning
scheme is in the offing!

There is ancther serious aspect to this
business. The town planner himself once
opposed the building of tower flais in this
area. He opposed it 12 months ago, but
apparently he has now changed his view
very drastically. The other day the mem-
ber for Balcatta had tabled certain papers
relating to this matier. Among them I
was surprised to see a letter over the name
of J. E. Lleyd, the Town Planning Com-
missioner. It was a carbon copy of a letter
addressed to the Town Clerk, City of South
Perth. It would appear that the letter was
written by Mr. Lloyd, but, of course, it
could have been written by somebody else
on his behalf. It is dated the 23rd July,
1963, and refers to the building of flats in
this particular area. It reads as follows:—

Dear Sir,
Flat Development:

The Hon. Minister has directed that
I communicate his views regarding
further flat development in the area

of South Perth not covered by Town
Planning Scheme No. 1.

Consideration has been given to
both the overall problem and the more
Jimited problem of the Hensman Streei
area. It seems that the current rush
of applications is related both to the
demand for flats close to the eity and
the attraciive return possible on the
plol ratio applicable at present. De-
mand is difficult to measure, but statis-
tics show that, notwithstanding the
apparent increase in popularity, the
ratio of flats to houses has increased
only slightly in the last ten years.
Extensive flat zoning in areas fully
developed for single family dwellings
which are in good condtion, can lead
to a number of problems; whilst some
flat development will take place in the
early stages and therefore tend to in-
flate land values the demand for the
land is limited and therefore owners
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who find that they cannot economi-
cally maintain their properties find
that they cannot sell.

Zoning should therefore be related
to demand, condition of an area and
the zoning, and conversion of a dis-
trict to higher density should be
gradual. Pending completion of a
Planning Scheme for the balance of
the district, serious consideration
should be given to a reduction in plot
ratio so as to temporarily limit the at-
tractiveness of flat development, This
could also tend to encourage develop-
ment in the area covered by Scheme
No. 1.

The Hensman Street area is covered
by the same general remarks. A very
high standard of building prevails, and
the intrusion of flat development must
have an adverse effect on the sur-
rounding family home. From the
owner’s viewpoint, the effect of a num-
ber of multi-storey buildings could be

quite unacceptable, and although the -

suggestion of one only at this stage
has some merit, approval must commit
the suwrrounding area to similar devel-
opment.

As the desirability of this has nat
been established, I feel that the three-
storey block, although not without
problems, would have the least detri-
mental effect on the area as a whole.

Although the South Perth City Council
was at that stage interested in multi-
storey development of flats in Hensman
Street, Mr. Lloyd in his letter suggested
that the Council should actually alter its
existing plot ratio in order to make i{ even
more difficult to build flats. The council
subsequently did this. Incldentally, the 3-
storey flat permit which was granted to
Mr. McClelland was obtained before the
plot ratio was altered. Thus, although
there was a tightening of flat building by-
laws on the one hand, on the ather Mr. Mec-
Clelland was to be given this extraordinary
measure of preferential treatment.

In his letter the Town Planning Com-
missioner suggested that the couneil
should curtail all flat development until
the No. 2 town planning schieme had been
put into effect. He said that a year ago.
The town planning scheme has been under
consideration ever since. It will be ready
shortly; and despite that, the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner has gone ahead in the
way that I have mentioned. He also made
it clear in his letter that muiti-storey flats
would have an adverse effect on surround-
ing homes in the area. If his proposal had
heen accepted by the council on the night
that he put it we would now have a 15-
storey block of flats under construction at
South Perth, and residents would have had
no opportunity of registering any obiec-
tions and of having those objections heard.
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If the town planning scheme provides for
only 3-storey flats, as it well may, in the
middle of that residential area, there would
have been this great 15-storey tower.

I should have liked to go into this matter
in more detail, but I have been asked to
finish my speech earlier than I had hoped.
I would like to say, however, that because
of this experience, I shall in future have
no option but to regard as suspect every
new huilding or zoning by-law, or town
planning proposition that is contemplated
for my electorate. Rather than these things
should be accepted simply because they
have been recommended by the Town
Planning Department or any other author-
ity, it is obvious that every proposal should
be examined most carefully. I am cer-
tainly going to do this in future and I re-
commend ratepayers everywhete to do like-
wise.

MR, JAMIESON (Beelog) [58 pm.J: I
shauld like to add my contribution to the
debate. Many maiters are apt to be dis-
cussed on these occasions. The Address-
in-Reply debate is, in effect, the safety
valve of democracy. The member for
South Perth has aired some of the griev-
ances of his electors, and on this oceasion
I congratulate him. Usually, when he
speaks to the Address-in-Reply, the Op-
position enjoys his speech so much that
members have to move for an extension
of time or they have constantly to inter-
ject. On this occasion the Opposition
wholeheartedly agrees with the proposals
that the honourable member has placed
before the House.

Mr. Brand: It indicates the impartial
attitude of the Opposition!

Mr. JAMIESON: It indicaies that the
honourable member is going in the right
direction. He might be over here eventu-
ally. The member for Claremont referred,
the other evening, t¢ the House Commit-
tee. He asked why the commitiee did not
do certain things. I do not wish to add
to the arguments put forward about the
House Committee—I was not present in
the Chamber when the debate occurred—
but there are a few things that members
should know. Despite the comment of the
Premier the other evening that he had not
heard the situation required statutory
authority, the late Mr. George Roberts first
moved, some time ago, that there should
be some clarification and statutory author-
ity; but because the renovations to Parlia-
ment House were being proceeded with, we
thought it better to delay the matter until
the position was clearer.

I am speaking now as a member of the
House Committee. Surely it is time that
we had some authority and knew where
we were going! Th2 Lands Department
now has the only power to regulate
what activity shall take place on any
“A"-¢glass reserve which has not been
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specifically allocated. The committee
would not be in favour of the Lands De-
pariment moving in in respect of the
Parliament House reserve. Yet nobody has
the power to make regulations to govern
the activities that shall take place on this
reserve. In other words, unless there is
& provision in the Police Act or fthe
Criminal Code, there is no regulation
which can be invoked to stop somebody
loitering about the premises. I think that
is wrong. We should be in the same
position as other statutory hodies. We
shouid be able to make our own regula-
tions and have them published in the
Government Gazette so that we can pro-
tect the reserve and Parliament House
itself. They could be along the lines that,
after certain hours, trespassers would be
liable to prosecution.

Mr. Brand: What is the position with
other Parliament Houses? Have they any
regulations such as that?

Mr. JAMIESON: In South Australia a
special Act covers the position. I am not
sure of what happens in other States; but
I do know that in South Australia that is
the position. As a matter of fact, it is
rather humorous, because although there
is a special Act in South Australia there
is nothing to control except Parliament
House itself. Of course, there is no doubt
about the authority of the House Com-
mittee within the building itself. I have
never heard it suggested that we could
not make any regulations or laws to cover
activities within the building; but as
regards the outside section, if somebody
knew the legal position he could make it
very difficult for the House Committee on
occasions by demanding his rights. He
could, if he wished, ask the committee
what authority it had to make regulations
covering activities around Parliament
House itseif.

As regards other Parliament Houses, in
Victoria and New South Wales, for
instance, the grounds are fully enclosed,
and they are not open to the public as
they are here, and therefore would not
be subject to the same kind of abuses as
our own grounds could be. I do not say
that there have been many abuses; bhut
I still think we should be in the position
where we can take precautions and be like
other statutory bodies, such as the local
authorities, which can make rules govern-
ing their parks and gardens and take
action to prevent any possihility of damage
being caused.

It is only within recent days that pot
plants were removed from the entrance
to the controller’s flat. If we had a regu-
lation to cover loiterers we could erect
notices advising people that unless they
had the necessary permission they could
lt;u:li: be on the premises outside certain
ours,
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Mr. Graham: Is it a fact that if the
member for Claremont were drinking beer
in the car park neither the police nor the
Join{ House Committee would have any
authority to stop him?

Mr. JAMIESON: I think it would be a
doubtful legal point; but under the Police
Act & person can be prosecuied for drink-
ing on an “A"-class reserve. However.
instead of having to do things in a round-
about way I think it would be better if
the House Committee could get 1legal
caverage of the position. Under the
present set-up, if the House Committee
tried to do anything there could be a legal
wrangle as to whether it had the author-
ity; and if the police were brought into it
I think they would be inclined to consider
it an internal matter and might not want
to get involved.

I would now like to discuss another
matter that I always raise in this House;
and I am glad the Premier is present on
this occasion. I refer to members’ priv-
ileges. Last year, while the Premier was
in London, I wrote to the Acting Premier
regarding the possibility of granting mem-
bers the right to visit remote areas within
this State once every Parliament, or on
some similar basis, so that they would be
able to get to know their own State as
muech as they can get to know Sydney.
Melbourne, and other places at the
moment. I shall repeat again, for the
Premier's edification, a statement I made
before: It is almost impossible for a
private member to see Kununurra. If he
wants to go there he has to travel by the
State Shipping Service as far as Wyndham,
and then he has to hire a vehicle, under
nermal circumstances, to get out to KEun-
unurra and make the necessary arrange-

_ments for his return.

He should not have to do that. There
should be some provision whereby mem-
bers can travel to remote areas in the
State by recognised services and at given
periods. I do not think members should
be able to go tripping up there every few
minutes; but I think that if they were
permitted {o travel to places like that
perhaps once a Parliament, it would be a
good idea and would be of benefit to the
State. In South Australia the Premier has
Just recently granted another concession
to South Australian members. Inci-
dentally, the members of the Parliament
of South Australia, unless New South
Wales members have received an increase,
are now the highest-paid State members
of Parliament.

Mr. Brand: When did they move?

Mr. JAMIESON: The Premier of South
Australia realises that certain ameniiies
should be provided, and the latest one is
tc allow members there to visit Tasmania
olce a yvear—that is, members and their
wives. They can travel by boat or by air
from Victoria; and, of course, once theyr
get to Tasmania they are able to use their
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gold pass on the railways. But the matter
of getting there is the problem; and unless
one has the wherewithal financially to pay
one's fares it makes it difficult for most
members.

Visits such as that, to other States and
to remote areas, are of advantage to the
members themselves and also to the State
as a whole, because they can report on
what they consider worth while; and, if
it is considered necessary, the matter can
be investigated further. No doubt when
the Premier and the Minister for Indus-
trial Development went to various over-
seas countries they did not travel simply
as tourists; they went there for the pur-
pose of stealing ideas, plagiarizing them.
Other countries probably have more know-
ledge than we have in regard to certain
matters, and if a country can progress
by copying the achievements of others it
should do so.

No doubt many other couniries were
2ble to make improvements by copying
some of the achievements in this State
with the extension of our water suppilies.
particularly the goldfields water supply
which, in the early days, was considered
to be an engineering feat. No doubt many
other countries have bheen able to pro-
gress in the matier of getting water to
outhack areas through observing what had
been done in Western Australia in that
regard.

That is an example of what goes on
and the knowledge that is gained from
other places and other people, and I think
it is high time we had a close loock at the
position. I know Premiers, whether they
be Labor or Liberal, are inclined to say,
“Let it go until after the next election
and then the new Government will have
a look at it.” But a new Government is
elected every three years; and it is like
tomorrow: it never comes.

As regards the provision of amenities
for members I think the public would be
hard-pressed to take exception to the one
I have suggested. I am sure members
themselves would not take undue advan-
tage of it. I do not suggest that the
Premier should immediately allow wives to
take trips to remote areas, or anything
like that. But I think the Government
should allow a member, if he wants to in-
form himself on a situation that exists
within the State, to travel to that place to
investigate it.

It is wrong that we should be able to
travel to a place like Cairns by train—
and what a tiring journey it is!——but if
we want to visit a place like Christmas
Creek; Turkey Creek; or the dozens of
other creeks to which we hear reference
made in this House; or to KEununurra, or
any other places like that, which are of
interest and importance to the State, we
are not allowed to do 50 unless we travel
at our own expense. I think it is high
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time some concession was made to mem-
bers in that regard. Also I consider mem-
bers who represent those outback districts
should be granted unlimited travel to and
from their electorates.

If the member for Pilbara started zoing
to Marhle Bar just for the weekend we
would soon have him certified. because one
does not visit places such as that for fun.
One generally visits such a place to carry
out some job of work and get away from it
as sgon as possible. Despite the fact that
air travel is very rapid, it can also be-
come very fedious; and one does not try
to overdo things in regard te air trips.
One has only to ask any Commonwealth
member of Parliament what is the most
objectionable feature of his associastion
with Canberra and the answer would be
that it is the constant air travel from Can-
herra to his electorate. When one
travels by air week after week it becomes
a ree] grind, and it is not something one
would abuse.

Whether they avail themselves of it or
not, my colleague from the Kimberleys,
the member for Murchison, and the mem-
ber for Boulder-Eyre should, in this day
and age, when there is an air service avail-
able, be abhle to use it to advantage to
visit their electorates. They are the
people’s representatives for the respective
districts, and they should be able to travel
to those parts as quickly as possible and
as often as they desire,

The old mode of travel to the north-
west by the State Shipping Service re-
minds me of the answer I got when I
wrote to the Acting Premier on the sub-
ject. He replied that Cabinet did not con-
sider that any further assistance should
be given towards granting passes to mem-
bers to visit remote areas, because in the
last five years there were only six mem-
bers who had visited the north-west, in
cluding myself, who had made use of this
concession. It is all very well travelling
to Wyndham and return by ship when one
can spend a nice leisurely month on the
trip, but it is not very often that one can
spare that time. We may be ahble to spare
a week or a fortnight away from our duties,
but a month is a fairly long time when
we have to attend to the responslbilities
that are shouldered upon us.

In this day and age we, as members of
Parliament, should be given every oppor-
tunity to look around our State. Western
Australia is a very large State; and, as
the representatives of the wvarious e¢lec-
torates, we are justified in having a look
around the State to see the progress it
is making in various districts.

It sometimes happens that one meets
a Commonwealth member of Parlinment
from the Eastern States travelling to or
from Kununurra because he thinks there
is something up there to see; and when
he says to one, as a State member of
Parliament, "That is a mighty biz show
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you have up in Kununurra”, one feels
rather a clot when one has to reply, “I
suppose it is. I have seen photographs
of it and it appears to be a very fine pro-
ject.” In my opinion, such a situation
should never occur.

I would now like to deal with a little
bit of arbitration, seeing we had some
rather hectic moments in the House last
yvear on the Bill to amend the Industrial
Arbitration Act, It is probably one of
those sleeping dogs that would be best left
to lie. However, it has not been left to
lie, and I wish to draw the attention of
the Government to certain matters con-
cerning it. We know, from the admission
made by Commissioner Kelly, that the Bill
which was proposed—I think the Minister
gave some indication of this, too, at the
time—was drawn up by Commissioner
Kelly himself, and he did some extensive
touring to gain knowledge of the subject.

However, after it was drawn up he
found he had omitted certain things. He
became a little concerned and he brought
out this little brochure entitled, “A Brief
Guide to the Principles of the 1963 Amend-
ing Act”. On reading through it, I came
across an obvious breach of the Act, and
when I tried to get in touch with Mr.
Schnaars, and I was referred to Mr. Kelly,
he said, “You had better talk to me, any-
way, hecause I wrote it.” So there is no
doubt as to who wrote this brochure. I
now draw the attention of the House t{o
one definition in the Act which reads as
follows:—

“Commission in Cowrt Session”
means the Commission constituted by
not less than three Commissioners
sitting or acting together.”

What do we find in Commissioner Kelly’'s
little booklet on guidance? We find this—

Powers and Jurisdiction of Commission
in Court Session

The Commission may In relation to
any dispute or other matter before it
refer such dispute or other matter to
the Commission in Court Session.
(Section 71 (r)). Three Commis-
sioners will always constitute the
Commission in Court Session.

Who is making the laws of this land?
Are the laws being made by Parliament
or is Mr. Kelly making them? I would
like to know. Before he does something
such as this surely he should make every
effort to check his facts.

In the first instance, in regard to the
present position, or when there was some
big measures involved, if I were a com-
missioner I would feel very put cut if 1
were not included. One of the prinecipal
omissions was that he failed to alter the
section providing for a majority decision
which had applied under the old Indus-
trial Arbitration Act. The section
providing for four Commissioners on the
bench could cause & deadlock. The Com-
monwealth legislation provides that when
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such a situation occurs the opinion of the
President shall prevail; but that is not pro-
vided in our legislation.

To obviate this omission, Commis-
sioner Kelly wrote a certain section into
the Act of his own volition, and so far
he has got away with it. The fact that
he has implied the Act means something
other than the Parliament of this State
stated it should deserves the severest cen-
sure by Parliament. He said, “It will al-
ways constitute three Commissioners.”
That is not correct. It shall not consti-
tute any less than three. Of course, when
three commissioners are on the bench one
can see what will happen; because if one
becomes sick there are no longer three
commissioners cn the bench, and the case
that is being heard is held up. If there
were four commissioners on the bench
the case could continue should one c¢om-
missioner fall sick. My colleague, the
member for Victoria Park, pointed out
what happened last week; but that could
happen on any number of occasions.

Mr. Brand: What is the position in the
Commonwealth court?

Mr., JAMIESON: ©f course, that court
always sits with a greater number of
commissioners and the court can carry on
if one commissioner is missing. In this
State the Act provides that the court must
consist of at least three commissioners.
That is a very good move, because the
number should be specified.

Getting on to other aspects, I want to
refer to the eulogies of one, Benjamin
Chifley, that were made the other evening
by the member for Claremont. I took the
trouble to look up some of Mr. Chifiey’s
speeches, hecause we are all very prone
to forget too quickly what people have
sald during the course of their lives. The
member for Claremnont, during his speech,
pointed out what a fine man Mr. Chifiey
was and all the rest of it. If the member
for Claremont read a few extracts from
the speeches by J. B, Chifley in a book
entitled, Things Worth Fighting For he
might not be so sure.

Mr. Chifley made constant references
to whet he thought of “tame-cat” unhions,
and the running away from principles and
ideas just because of the whispered sug-
gestion of communist activities. I am not
going to quote all of the extracts I have
marked from Mr. Chifley’s speeches be-
cause it would take up too much time. I
just want to say that if the member for
Clarement had heard the late Ben Chifley
making these speeches out in the car park
adjoining this building, the honourable
member would have wanted to0 arrest him
for sedition or some similar erime., Yet
that is the man whom the member for
Claremont euwlogised.

The former President of the United
States, Mr. Truman, recently clearly stated
how a statesman stood in the world. He
said that he had not seen a live states-
man yet. When someone referred to him
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as a statesman, he s=aid, “No, I am Aa
politician; statesmen are all dead people.”
That is quite true. If any man has any
ability, whilst he is leader of a party, his
opponents are doing their damnedest to
get rid of him. It is only when such a
man dies that he reaches the status of a
statesman. It is a saintly sort of order
which a man reaches when he enters the
hereafter. Anybody who thinks he is
going to be called a statesman before he
gets to the hereafter is merely fooling
himself.

I would say that Ben Chifley had those
sentiments. Because it is a matter of
interest, I would like to refer to the last
paragraph of the last recorded speech he
made publicly.,. He was thanking the
delegates of an executive that he had
been addressing, and he sald finally—

I can only hope that the sincerity
which you have shown over the years
in victory and defeat won't be lost;
that you will be inspired by the same
things which inspired the pioneers of
this movement, and that you will not
ke frightened and made to get over to
the “right” because of the whispered
word “Communist”. I could not be
called a “young radical” but {f I think
a thing is worth fighting for, no matter
what the penalty is, I will fight for
the right, and truth and justice will
always prevall.

If the member for Claremont bears that
in mind he may be a little more sympa-
thetic towards trade union leaders, and
he may not indicate that they are just
s0 much rabble, leading men out of work,
and committing similar acts of irresponsi-
bility.

Let us now turn te what the honourable
member said the other night. He seemed
to forget what he said, and it 1s possible
that he did so because of the number of
interjections. He will recall what I sald
during the course of his speech: that “we
will have a look at what you sald.” We
are now going to have a lock at what the
honourable member did say. I refer to
the matter of the staff being intimidated
—at least this is what the member for
Claremont said. He said they were in-
timidated and made to leave their posts.

As I understand the positlon, Miss
Shelley, secretary of the union, had a
meeting here in the morning, and it was
decided that the action to be taken should
be in accord with the rest of the union;
that they should not be at work after
midday. Anyway, what was suggested at
the meeting was carried out. It was not
as the member for Claremont would have
us believe in connection with the barman.
He went to the controiler and said, “I am
a barman, not one of the other staff.
When they go out I will go out.” That is
what he said on that day. Incidentally,
even today he is not a member of the
union. There was no doubt in his mind
as to the position.
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It was, however, drawn to the attention
of the Labor members, and the section
was shown to us, that all barmen in un-
licensed premises are members of the
Hotels, Clubs, and Caterers’ Union to
which the other members of the staff
belonged. So had he been a trade union
member he would have been associated
with the walk-out, and would have gone
out. But he erroneously believed that his
particular calling was covered only by the
other union, which left us in the position
of kicking the other staff in the back if
we had not supported them.

It is interesting to know, however, what
other members of Parliament did. People
whom we rarely see in the bar just focked
into it. One would have thought that free
heer was being served; and from the
statements of some of the members who
had visited the bar it is possible they
indulged too much.

Mr. Court: They tell me that the sales
of pineapple juice were quadrupled.

Mr. JAMIESON: There were many
members in the bar. It was felt, however,
that our loyalties lay with the other mem-
bers of the staff and not with the one
particular member. The whole matter was
forgotten, and I would have left it where
it rested had it not been raised by the
member for Claremont. In his speech the
member for Claremont said—

But I do object to the fact that
when the steward who is in the bar,
and who has served us all, was called
out on strike, and would not go, mem-
bers of the Labor Party in this House
declared the bar black. They went
out to the car park and the liguor was
brought up in bottles from the hatels.

For whom was it brought up? What is
the imputation there? The honourable
member said, ""They went out into the car
park and liquer was brought up in hottles
from the hotels.” There is nothing further
from the truth. I have checked the matter
with the controller and the Speaker, and
I find there was no large incidence of
drinking. Had there been a great deal of
drinking it would have been necessary to
clean up the empty bottles and cans.,

The member for Victoria Park was with
me when we returned from a walk in King'’s
Park during the tea suspension. We saw
one of the policeman shoot out. If there
is one thing that the police know they
have authority over it is drinking on a
public reserve. As a matter of fact, they
caught two young fellows for drinking in
a public place. The whole area was crawl-
ing with policemen at the time, and it
would have been very difficult for anybody
to get away with hottles heing brought
up from the hotels.

Not only are we told that bottles were
brought up from the hotels, but the mem-
ber for Claremont sald, “There was tons
of it brought up. Does any member
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opposite deny that liquor was consumed
in the car park on that oceasion? Can
anybody deny it?” Had that been the case,
we would have been falling over bottles in
our endeavours to get into our cars. I
was out in the car park quite often, and
I can honestly say that I did not see any-
thing like this. There may have been some
drinking, but there were not tons of botiles
being consumed; and if there was any
member here who was a party to that
sort of thing he ought to be ashamed of
himself.

There was, however, & lot of intimidation
going on at that time, and all of it was
not from this side of the House. We had
the instance one day of the galleries being
packed with 2 numbher of ladies; they were
shown into the public galleries. ‘The
membher for Claremont took some umbrage
at a remark to the effect that he lived in
an ivory tower. Of course, people who
Jive in glass houses must expect a ¢ertain
number of stones to be thrown,

I would like to draw sattention to one
incident that took place., The situation
was a bit thick, and things were getting
a trifie hot in the gallery—the gallery was
on fire. The Minister for Works will recall
that the hands of the men in the gallery
were only about two inches away from his
collar, and had they grasped him we would
have known that he had been caught.
But this was all in the heat of the moment,
and we all had to be careful because
things could have flared up.

There was a lady sitting in the public
gallery. The person associated with her
asked her to have afternoon tea and she
left her bag on the seat to reserve her
place. The other people had jammed in.
They were not moving because to do so
would have cost them thelr position:; and
while she was on her way downstairs, I
happened to be coming up to see one of
the fellows in the gallery. I could not
help but hear the conversation between
this lady and the constable. She said to
the constable, “The men should not be
smoking in the Chamber, should they?”
He replied, “No, they should not.” The
lady then said, “There are some men
smoking.” 8o in his endeavours to do
the right thing the constable whizzed these
fellows out. The other person concerned,
who was well known to the multitude
there, was able to reserve her seat and
return to it.

Mr. Fletcher: Was this during the tea
suspension?

Mr. JAMIESON: Later on there ap-
peared a write-up about the same lady in
the newspaper. She has a very conserva-
tive outlook and her interests are centred
around her husband, & member of the
Legislative Assembly, and around her
garden. She went on with all the old-
world conservatism that we have been
used to. People who live in glass houses
should not throw stones.
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‘When people make accusations of tons
of beer being brought in, and are required
foc make a withdrawal of their remarks
and imputations about barrel loads of
heer they should realise there have to be
a few Dbarrels to make up tons of beer.
Perhaps I used the word wrongly, and so
did not get the withdrawal I was séeking.
I think I made it clear there was no beer
consumed by the ton as referred to. That
was a reflection on the people there. In
view of the occasion and the heat which
was engendered in the dehate, I feel sure
they were reasonably well tempered.

There are many things we learn by
experience. We do know that when the
legislation was being dealt with at this
end of Parliament House no notices were
posted to guide the visitors; but by the
time it got to the other end the President
took cognisance of what had happened,
and caused notices to be posted around
the House Indicating to the people what
could and could not he done. Of course
that sort of thing has to be attended to
on occasions such as the one I have men-
tioned.

I would like fo say a few words about
local government. I have heen Ssome-
what concerned about the attitude of
various local authorities and the secret
methods they are using. The member
for South Perth has made reference to
this matter, and it seems to be developing
into a commonplace practice. I am
afraid that, unless the Act is amended,
things will be in a sorry state. The secret
methods I am referring to is the practice
of local authorities to go into committee
when certain matters are being de-
liberated.

The Act provides that meetings of local
authorities shall be held with open doors:
but the model by-laws which nearly all
the local authorities have adopted provide
that the business of a council shall be
conducted with open doors, except upon
such occasion as the council may decide
by resolution. That gives a local author-
ity complete coverage when it deals with
matters in committee; but a further sec-
tion of the Act provides that all decisions
arrived at behind closed doors must also
be conflrmed at a meeting held with open
doors, before they can be regarded as the
offictal decisions of the council.

I suppose many of us are familiar with
a person who termed himself a professional
objector, a Mr. Klenk, of Spearwood.
He may not be the easiest person
to eet along with, but he has his
richts. He wrote a letter, which was
published in a newspaper, outlining the
numerous occasions when he was excluded
from the deliberations of a shire couneil,
hecause they were dealt with in committee.
That was done for the purpose of exclud-
ing this person.

That is not the intention of the Act.
It is necessary to have a provision in the
Act to enable an administrative body to go
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into committee when dealing with certain
affairs. Complaints against the secretary
or a member of the staff might be lodged
with the local authority when it was un-
desirable for the Press or the public to be
present during the deliberations; but the
matters being referred to in those eircum-
stances, and in the case of the Cockburn
Shire Council which affected the commun-
ity at large, should have been dealt with
with open doors.

There was an incident which took place
in the Belmont Shire Council, of a some-
what similar character. One night I was
invited to attend one of its meetings, but
when I arrived I saw eight or nine other
people, who were interested in the matters
to be dealt with that night, standing out-
side on the footpath, I asked them what
was going on, and they told me that they
were not allowed in the meeting rocom.
That being the position I would not go
in, because the model by-laws provide that
the mayor or president shall order every-
one, other than the employees and mem-
bers of the council, to leave the room.
The councillors remained, as did the re-
presentative of The West Australion who
sat at the top of the table,

I\;Ir. Crommelin: Were they in commit-
tee?

Mr. JAMIESON: They were not actu-
ally, because a different procedure is used.
In effect it meant those councillors went
into committee, thereby exeluding the
ratepayers; but the Press was allowed to
remain. 1 was indienant, and I referred
the counecil to the section of the Act which
I mentioned earlier, and ultimately we
were allowed in.

The peaple who attended that meeting
complained to the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment about their exclusion. He wrote
to the shire council castigating it for not
upholding its by-laws. But then the
council again went into committee to con-
sider the 1letter from the Minister, so
neither the Press nor the ratepayers know
anything more about that matter. This
is a ridiculous state of affairs. A similar
occurrence took place on several occasions
when letters from the Minister for Loeal
Government were received.

That particular provision of the Act was
never intended to cover the omissions of
local authorities; it was designed as a
means to deal with matters privately.
When local authorities go into huddles be-
hind closed doors the people become sus-
picious.

In this Parliament the doors are never
closed during sittings, except on odd occa-
sions when the gallery is cleared, as hap-
pened during the debate on the Industrial
Commission legislation last session, al-
though there was a sporting section of the
public present at all times in the Speaker’s
Gallery. 1 realise Parliament is the law-
making body of this State and it is a
little different from an administrative
body, such as Cabinet where it is not ex-
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pected that Labor members will be able
to sit in on proceedings.

Local authorities which consist of
elected members of the ratepayers should
never hold their deliberations in commit-
tea, with the specific object of concealing
their deliberations. That is not a fair or
proper method. The deliberations should
be conducted above board.

Mr, Crommelin: You could not have an
open council meeting to discuss, for in-
stance, a proposed town planning scheme;
otherwise people attending would know
that certain blocks were being zoned as
factory sites,

Mr. JAMIESON: One of the features
whieh worries me is the number of real
estate agents who are now members of
local authorities. What the honourable
member says may be perfectly true; but
in the case of some councillors it could
be a great advantage for them to be
elected. I do not blame them for taking
that advantage: but a sorry state of
affairs is reached if local authorities have
to go into seclusion on deliberations to
protect a proposed town planning scheme.
There is some reason for the provision to
hold deliberations in committee, but this
procedure should not be used to hide their
decisions.

One of the matters which concerns me
is the number of complaints about the
Bush Fires Board and its operations in
the metropolitan area. I was somewhat
remiss for not saying something about this
matter when the relevant Bill was before
the House. The Bush Fires Board should
concentrate on activities outside the metro-
politan area. Perhaps it has a reason to
go to the inner edge of the metropelitan
area, but it should never have the auth-
ority it has had over the whole of the
metropolitan area.

We have instances now where the rates
on a block are probably about £6 per year.
It is a guarter-acre block with green shrubs
growing on it, which are not a fire hagard.
However, somebody draws the attention of
the Bush Fires Board tc the block, and
without further notice the board moves
in with a bulldozer, gets rid of the shrub,
and sends the poor unfortunate land-
owner a bill for £25. That is not some-
thing which happens on a single occasion.
It has happened on numerous og¢casions.
As a result, the board has had no end of
complaints. I do not blame the pecple for
complaining.

Last year a notice was sent out with
the rate notices stating that if vacant
blocks were not made safe the Bush Fires
Board would do the work and charge the
owner. A person has enough to worry
about in wondering from where he will get
the money to pay the rates, without having
to worry about the other notices that go
out in connection with the fruit-fly men-
ace, how to eradicate house flies, and a
dozen other pamphlets that are sent out
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about the same time. There is no further
warning; the Bush Fires Board goes
straight in and does whatever it thinks
fit to clean the whole place up.

When we extend the powers of some
of these authorities, they know no
bounds, and it is high time we had another
look at the bush fires provisions. The
metropolitan fire district should be under
the control of the Fire Brigade. Let the
Fire Brigade handle the matter as it did
in the past; because it was quite efficient.
I doub$t very much whether a filre that
has started in the metropolitan area has
ever gone outwards. Usually it is well up
in the hills before there is any particular
damage; and I think additional powers, if
necessary, should be granted to the Metro-
politan Fire Brigade and the Bush Pires
Board taken out zltogether. That board
should be concentrating on and dealing
with the bush fire menace, about which its
members know plenty.

There are several matters to which 1
would like to refer before I come to the
final part of my remarks. I asked a ques-
tion recently in connection with trainee
enginemen. It was rather apalling to
me to find out that despite the fact we
had an infake of only 113 enginemen last
vear, there was & wastage of 90. With other
normal wastage it would mean that the
number employed in that profession in the
railways had gone down and that there
will not be enough to maintain require-
ments if that performance is repeated for
a few more years.

When 1 asked the Minister if any action
had been taken to prevent such wastage
in future, he said—

As the working of shifts and during
weekends and on public holidays is
basic to this type of railway employ-
ment there is little that can be done
to overcome the problem. Rates of
pay and conditions for these employ-
ees are in the main similar to those
applying to their counterparts in
Eastern States rail systems.

That is not good enough, and some way
must be found to overcome it. I do not
know the answer; but in the Eastern
States, of course, there is a large number
of people in distant cities who are prepar-
ed to be transferred to other cities and
locations; and that is not the position in
this State. However, some inducement
must be given to these young fellows to
stay in the railways, because in a few
vears’ time we are going to be in the posi-
tion, if this appalling wastage is main-
tained, of not having enough personnel to
look after the railways, which are so
vital.

I now come to a problem which I aired
last year in this House in connection with
the activities of Richard Cleaver, M.P., dur-
ing the Federal election. Pinally, after so

477

many abuses of regulation 43 (2), he was
apprehended by the issue of a summons,
which read something like this, “On the
2lst Novemher, 1963, at East Vicloria
Park, without authority, distributed
printed matter, to wif, electoral pam-
phlets, on a vehicle operated by the Met-
ropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport
Trust, contrary to regulation 43 (2) of
the regulations made under the Metro-
politan (Perth) Transport Trust Act.”

This went on, and several teenage girls
were approached by the inspector that
took charge of this case when he finally
got a line on to Mr. Cleaver for the abuse
of the regulation. There were about 50
commuters on this hus who left Bentley
every morning, but he interviewed two
teenage girls in order to get evidence.
He did nothing about it at any of the bus
stops; and he could have picked up at
least 50 witnesses, because the breach was
so flagrant. However, he concentrated on
the two teenage girls who reported fto
their mothers that Mr. Cleaver was on the
bus. When they got a summons they
were appalled; and in one case the father
took exception to it, saying there were
plenty of others who could have given evi-
dence on this sort ¢f thing, without calling
his daughter in, That was a fact; and, to
say the least, the inspector of the trans-
port trust handled the whole business
clumsily. There should have heen an
abundance of evidence. There were
plenty of people who knew definifely he
was on the bus.

The girl's father requested me to write
to the Minister for Transport in respect of
his objection and the Minister wrote back
and teld me he considered the case might
have to be dropped if the girl was not pre-
pared to give evidence. I heard no more
about it, but strangely enough Mr. Cleaver
became very active. We saw him arcund
Parliament House a considerabhle number
of times. I would not suggest that the
Minister for Transport was responsible for
any change of heart, but on the eve of the
actual case this telegram was sent to
this particular witness—

Police Court case against Richard
Cleaver adjourned indefinitely Stop
Will advise if your presence required
at later date. Crown Prosecutor.

Is the law going to be upheld? Are the
regulations of the Metropolitan Trans-
port Trust going to be upheld in the fu-
ture? Are the regulations of the Railways
Depariment going to be upheld? That is
what I want to know. If they are going
to be applied to one individual and not to
another, everyone has a right to know:;
but at the present time nobody knows
what is going on. It looks as if the case
to which I have referred is sine die and
will not come up. With all respect to the
Minister for Transport, I think some of
the top officers of the Metropolitan Tran-
sport Trust did not do their job on this
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occasion, They knew it was wrong and
that they should have taken action. They
would have taken action if there had been
a “Comm.” on the bus and he would have
finished up in gaol; but because it was
Richard Cleaver he could break the regu-
lations, not on one oceasion, hut on a doz-
en. This was done in not one election,
but in a number of elections, Whether
the Government laughs at the require-
ments of regulations, I do not know. If the
Government obeyed the law we would get
somewhere.

I am concerned about certain matters
affecting the judiciary. Because of their
different qualifications people are ap-
pointed to all sorts of judicial posts
such as stipendiary magistrate, police
magistrate, and through to the judiciary at
the top. However, some things they do
have left me wondering just exactly where
we are heading as a democratic country.
There is no democracy when some par-
ticular section takes charge.

There have been instances when magis-
trates have sald from the bench that a
particular law was silly and have been re-
ported in the Press as having said that.
There is nothing worse to make a shambles
of the law than those people who are sup-
posed to uphold the law saying the law
is silly. If a magistrate believes that a law
is silly or unjust, the only action he should
take is through the law society, which can
refer the matter to the Minister for
Justice or a dozen other people. Bui no!
These judges state that the law is silly.

There is the other aspect: when mem-
bers of the judiciary have been rather
critical of juries. If any member here
were a member of a jury, what would he
feel like if, after having sat for hours
trying to reach a verdict, and that verdict
was reached, the judge berated him when
the foreman had given the decision? The
member would ask, “Where do I go from
here?” Think of the influence such be-
haviour would have on the next jury when
it was lined up before a judge. The jurors
would say, “We have to watch what we
say or we will get a tongue lashing.”

This is not fair and proper to the com-
munity. Those comprising the jurles are
lay people under the chairmanship of the
judege or commissioner. I say in all sin-
cerity that the course the presiding judge
should take is to hear the case and direct
the jury in law. When he has done that
and the decision 1s given he should make
ne comment at all, and then he will not
get in any trouble. Although the judge
is legally permitted to make these com-
ments, it Is not ethically right that he
should do so.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
member for Beeloo has another flve
minutes.

Mr., JAMIESON: I now come to the
point where I draw the Premier into the
argument g little in connection with a
statement he made earlier todey 1n the
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Chamber. He made reference to the fact
that I had interjected in a debate. He
sald, “I am very concerned also at the
interjection of the memher for Beeloo who
sald that the overall record of the judge
was terrible.”

I checked up. I am not too sure exactly
what I did say but Hansard got me all the
other way round and stated I was saying
he was a pretty good judge, or something.
The rearranged version was, “This was not
his only fault. If you examine his overall
record it is terrible.”

I am not going to get involved with one
judge or another. I have given notice of
& question which will be answered next
Tuesday, and everyone can examine the
position and record and say to himself,
“What they said is right”, or “What they
sald is wrong.” “Whatever the Chief
Justice or anyone says Is a matter of
opinion. But members will be able to make
up their own mind on that.

I would quickly like to refer members
to an extract from May and point out
that the Premier erred this afternoon
badly. He was badly advised, He should
not have criticlsed & member of Parlla-
ment except in the way he said the judege
should have been criticised. The follow-
ing 1s the extract:—

Matters to be dealt with by a
substantive motion—Certain matters
cannot be debated, save upon a sub-
stantive motion which admits of a
distinet vote of the House. Among
these may be mentioned the conduct
of the Sovereign, the helr to the
throne, the Governors-General of the
Dominions, the Lord Chancellor, the
Speaker, the Chairman of Ways and
Means, members of either house of
Parllament .. .

The Premier erred because he should have
moved a substantive motion. If he had
moved a motion of censure on the member
for Balcatta he would have probably heen
within his rights; but he did not. He fell
for the same line he claims the member
for Balcatta did, and he erred.

Amendment to Motion
Because of that, I move an amend-
ment—
That the following words be added
to the motion:—

But we express our regret that
under the cloak of privilege the
Premier is permitted at will to
make a statement in Parliament
derogative eof, and offensive to, a
member of Her Majesty's Opposl-
tion in breach of Standing Orders
125 and 131.

Debate (on amendment to the motion)
adjourned, on motion by Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development),

House adjourned at 6.7 p.m.




